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session daring w hi ch it dwemaeri 
a number ofcoropUgat* r e fe rr e d 
to it from the Hansc. 

British chief of 
staffarrlves 

AMMAN (Pen) Qudnsaa of 
the British Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Sir David Cfcrig arrived -fat Am- 
man Wednesday on q official 
visit to Jordan at (be aovftation of 
Chief of Staff General Fafei Abo 
Taleb. . 

Arafat, Sharaa 
meet In Tunis 

TUNIS (R) — ■ Patesrinam leader 


reported that a three-day plenary 
season at the party's policy-mak- 
ing Central Committee had 
adopted a plan fbr radical reform 



zn winch 



the Mink of anarchy. 

"There wi& be no article six. 
There wJB he a multi-party sys- 
tem. We wfll have normal demo- 
cracy," leading eye surgeon 
Svyatoslav Fyodorov, attending 
the plenum as an observer, told 
Reu ter s as he emerged from fee 


Munster Farouq A1 Sham is 
Tunis Tuesday in the latest 
series of talks on a possible n 
ciliaciaa between the Patetin 
beration Oraamsatioa (FLO' 


swtm J Article six is die da n se in the 


the Communist Party's 
ig rafa* in Soviet society — 


cy WAFA said Wednesday *tfae 
importance of strengthening 
Arab solidarity was emphasised 


which die Palestinian cause and 
the Arab Nation, are pairing.” At 
previous meetings the PLO 
agreed in p rin ci pl e to send a 
delegation to Dam a scus hut no 
date has been sef for the vftftr 
The PLOsays Syria must r ele as e 


political power. 

These nave been growing pob- 
8c demands for the Soviet pariia- 
ment to follow the example of 
East Eur o p ean countries and 
scrap the cbnse. Last autumn 
Gorbachev rejected demands 

from pjitiflinffftflyy {Jo» 

puties for a debate on the issue. 


Mlkhafl Gorbachev 
abstention. 

Artide six wOl remain in force 
until it is annulled by a session of 
the full Soviet pamament, the 
Ctaqmesi of People’s Deputies. 
But it is extremely unlikely to be 
convened before elections to foe 
republican parliaments over the 
coining weeks. 

TASS said the text of the 
adopted proposals would be pub- 
lished later in the press. 

According to a version issued 
at' the weekend by the Moscow 
.Radio publication Interfax, Gor- 
bachev sought a programme 
aimed at "humane democratic 


the ode flowing Gor- 
bachev’s way. Speaker after 
speaker from the ruling paHiburo 


wave of nationalist and 
turmoil gripping the country. 

"Either we prove able to lead a 
rapid but controlled process of 
transformation or it wul become 
an uncontrolled deluge and fell 
under the influence of populist 


King pays tribute 
to Royal Jordanian 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
ex pr es se d appreciation of efforts exerted by Ro yal Jor danian 
(RJ), the national airline, and e xpr e ssed his total support for its 
management, which, be described as keen on adneving the 
airime’s objectives. 

Speaking during a visftttRJ head offices. King Hussein said be 
appreciated the efforts erf RJ person n el an d their resolve to 
i t ifr f t i i fri frh ig RJ as a ^tmng ntw wial institution and a source of 
iMUkmaj pride. 

King Hussein met with RJ Executive Director Hnsam Abo 
Ghazakh, who presented a briefing on the airline's operations 
and programmes. 

Abu Gbazateh said RJ was keen tm ma intainin g the airline asa 
bridge for the exchange of culture among nations. 

Later, foe King met with Abu Ghazaleh’s deputies and senior 
RJ affinals and urged them to exert more effort and sacrifice in 
the fine of economic challenges posed to Jordan in the present 

**^fhig Hussein was accompanied on the visit by Qrief of Royal 
Court Sharif Ztid Ren Shaker. 




Hb Majesty King E 
Chief Executive Hie 
R oyal Court Chief 


tin Wednesday confers with Royal Jordanian 
Abu Ghazakh (left) hi a meeting attended by 
xif Zdd Ben Shaker (Petra photo) 


Jordanian 


5 MS DCCIi SC? DOT- tat 1BIL fi twfa nJy ^ r y H f W j tff. had 

s FIX) says Syria must release gainst — former Moscow party 
estiman detainees, recognise dnefand radical refbnnm Boris 
State of Palestine proefc med Yehsm. There had also been one 
1988 and undertake not to — : 


the State of Palestine prodaned 
in 1988 and undertake pot to 
interfere in Pafartimari affaire. 
Syria objects to theFLO setting 
conditions for rcconcffiation. 


democratic 


It said feat under fee propos- 
als, fee party would "assume no 
state or government powers, nor 

S ony claim to bavma its role 
down by fee constitution.? 
Gorbachev also called for a 
revision of fee leadership struc- 
ture, inchufing fee creation of a 
sfimined-down 200-membec oen- 


demagogues or even fanatical 
leaders of pogroms,'’ fee party’s 
ideology chief, Vadim Med- 
vedev, tokl the meeting. 

His words were echoed by fet- 
low-politburo member Ednard 
Shevardnadze, Soviet foreign 
minister and a firm Gorbachev 
ally, who said the plan could give 
perestroika a new lease of fife. 

"If we cannot consolidate heal- 
thy forces, tomorrow there may 
emerge chaos and anarchy. In 
these conditions it is easy to 
foresee the entry of dictation 
huge and small wife nothing to 
prevent diem tmnihg bade the 
dkmfapment of our country.” 

The poKdmro'a most promin- 
ent conservative, Yegor 
Ltgacbev, pointed to mistakes in. 
five yean of reform, but avoided 
criticism of fee platform, indud- 
mg its provision for a mold-party 
system* 


Communists 

callon 

b&S Moscow to 

foreign 

halt Jewish 

i of fife. , 

exodus 


JMi 


Lamb K. Andooi 


AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Communist Party (JCP) has 
urged foe Soviet Union to bait the 
immigratiou of Soviet Jews to brad 


Turkey to free 
Euphrates on 

schedule . 

ANKARA' (R) — Torifcey said 
Wednesday it would end its diver- 
sion of foe Euphrates River on 
schedule next week one months 
after it cot dm flow to fin its new 
Atatork dam. "The feenkurill 
end at. 6 pjn. (1600 GMT) on 
Feb. 12, and foe waters of foe- 
Euphrates wiD be released to the 


OIC lambaste superpowers 
for Soviet influx to Israel 


JEDDAH^AF) — A pea-JUaaric 


its neighbours,” Foreign Ministry 
spokeanan Murat Suagar said. 

Yemeni summit - 
planned 

ABU DHABI (R) — North 
Yemeni President AH Abdullah 
Saleh will soon virit Aden for a 
summit on the merger of South 
and North Yemen, a United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) ne w apap - 
er «»d Wednesd a y. Al Iinhari 


the United States arid the Soviet 
Union for allowing an influx of 
Series Jews into the Israefr-occn- 
pied territories. 

Kuwait's emir. Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad Al Sabah, said Washing- 
ton and Moscow were guilty of 
the "most dangerous decision 
agam»t foe Arab Worid at the 
turn of fee ceBtmy." 


speech read on his behalf on the 
occasion of the 20th a nn iver sar y 
of die creation of the ~ 
tram of the Mamie 
(OIC), at which he is dm current 


"At a time, dot the weald’s 
conscience had grown more 
aware of the Palestimans’ rights 
and while we were locking for- 
ward to positive steps to achieve 


said. 

The speech was read by 
Kuwait's minister of Islamic 
afeis, Ahmad AlJassar. 

The emir, OIC Secretary- 
General Hamid Al Gabid and 
host Saudi Arabian Kfop Fabd 
pledged increased Maimc mjw 
port for die Palestimans n pfl 
they obtain a state of their own. 

"The Jewish influx emanates 
from the Soviet Umon and flows 
under the banner of human rights 
to settle in the land of their choice 
by font of the new immigration 
laws in the United Stales and 
Europe," die emir said. 

Restrictions on imm igration of 
Soviet Jews into . the United 
Stales Ins turned them towards 
Israel, where leaders .expect 
some 300,000 to 500,000 to settle 
over dm next five vein. 

"They (the Jews) end up in 


and do not talk about the right of 
the Arab person to the soil of his 
homeland and that erf his fore- 
fathers.” 

The Saudi monarch, in a 
speech read on bis behalf by 
Defence Minister Prince Sultan, 
said the OIC "crystallised foe call 
far Mamie solidarity ami defence 
of Muslim rights and interests.” 

Secretay-General Gabid 
aimomnnd a fresh donation of 
S20 million from the Saudi 
mo nar ch to foe OIC w—fe Soli- 
darity Fund on the annive r sary. 

A major rift marks Sa udi Ara- 
bia's rotation with Iran. The 
kingdom raptured ties with 
Tehran k April MB aocmwg dfe- 
I ranian g ov ernment of te c rorimi 
and subversion. r 


e*J during a meeting last week in 
Moscow between JCP Secreta ry 
General Yacoub Ziadine and 

Party. 

"Such a Soviet dedrion would 
be in har mo ny wife ' its previous- 


relations wife Israel 
except wit hin die co nte xt of a 
comprehensive peace settle- 

_ M f>M M « _ — 1 . 


Jordan this week from a trip 
winch included Libya, the Soviet 
Union, and Syria, told the Jordan 


The JCP has hitherto been 
under attack, especially by Islam- 
ists, for faffing to condemn Mos- 
cow for allowing Jewish immigra- 
tion to Israel. 
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But an Iranian del 
by Mohammad Reza 

mT - _ A • __aP. 


led 

the 


Sanaa, ««d Saleh would meet 
South Yemen's ruling Socialist 
Party leader AH Salem Al Betdh 
to "moves taken so far to 

unify fee two countries.” The 
summit will be the 
second since Nov. 30, when fee 
two leaders decided to merge 
their co un tries within a year. 

• 

Member of armed 
gang 

hanged in Syria 


that allowing Soviet Jewish im- 
migration — especially if Moscow 


odd by 


right of Jews 
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and Gabon. 


— would have 


Aoun vows to fight Taif 
peace plan to the finis h 


image here as people would 


DAMASCUS (AT) — A mem- 
ber of an armed gang who was 
co n v ic t e d of murder and robbery 
was hanged m the northern 
city of Homs, the Syrian^ 
daffy inwspapu Al Baafo re- 


BAABDA, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— General Michel Aoun on 
Wednesday vowed to fidtf the 
Lebanese Forces (LF) nnfitia to 


Aoun said the LF would suffer trymen” for att acks on Geagea's 
the consequences if it fed not besieged strongholds in east 
pribHdy renounce the Tag plan, Beirut’s Ashrafiych and ‘Ain 
winch the general rejects because Rummaneh festrict 



ported Wednesday. The news-, 
paper said Mohammad. 
Mahmoud Kaddour, 30, was{ 
.fwmh»rr of . a gang in foe Syrian] 


turn,” Aoun 


posi- confrontation 


police reported 


byan leader 


TaOcabkh-area near the border! 
wife Lebainbii. It said Kaddomj 
robbedferoc priesls in October 
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him in Lebanon; where they] 


He accused the LF of coSabor- 
athu wife fee Umted Stxtea to 
i« np fan m t the Arab peace plan 
agreed in TMf arid "deliver Leba- 
non to Syria.*. ■ j 


the Ashrafiych! 

cnced street fighters, hawing' Police arid fee casualty toOL 
borne fee brunt of dm fighting from the savage ******* stood at 
tfaoufaoot the civil war. ; ! \365 dead and lj6& wounded, 

.Police said Aram was "massing M 

tanks commando units and infam (Ceetiwmd aa jjege J) . 


Acconhag to Ziadine, Qadbsfi 


ii j. v m 


Tfet feu Azab wadd m direct 
jooefroatatioa wife the VS. with- 
out fee support and fee balancing 
effect at fee Soviet Umon.” 


PLO requests Jordan to 
host PCC meeting in March 

By K. Andooi especially aver the Middle East thm of Palestine (PFLP) and the 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter peace process. ‘ Palestinian Communist Party 


Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Palestine Libert 


Co ana 
March, 


imiswrioti (PLO) has offi- 
jnessed Ionian to fame a 
of die Palestine Central 
(PCC) in Amman in 
Bc c nnting to Palestinian 


The request was made by PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Abdul RaaqYahya during a meet- 
ing with Prime Minister Mndar 


especially over the Middle East 
peace process. 

Jordan has strongly s u pported 
the PLO’s efforts to assume a faO- 
fledged role in all stages of the 
peace process and criticised 
attempts to exclude the organisa- 
tion 6o. r. negotiations. 


"The only address we know s 
that of the PLO,” His Majesty King 
Hussein toM the Jordan Times m an 
interview last month in reference to 
ef fo rt s to find "rep re se n tativ es of 
the Pakstimm people-” 

The next PCC "Retina is cx- 


tion of Palestine (PFLP) and the 
' Palestinian Communist Party 
alongside Fateh and independents. 

DFLP leader Nayef Hawatmeh, 
who fa of Jordanian origin, and. 
George Habash of the PFLP have 
not been bade in Jordan since the 
1970 civil war. 

The two group haw expressed 
sup po rt for the Jordanian democra- 
tic cx pci im ent ami the Kingdom’s 
disengagement from the West 


The FLO 
co n ve ne the 


initially hoping to 


So 


body-bceweea. the 
and the Palestine 


28, but the date 
Arab Co op e rate 


Feb. 24. 


with the 

I (ACQ 


peeled to be very significant as the 
FLO leadership is under 

■w|nth| pressures to re a s s ess its 
tactics , in me peace process. 

A PLO official said that the 
Jor d a nian gover nm ent did not ex- 


the PLO that it would be practical^ 
difficult to hold the two meetings 
almost in the same period,” a 
Pikstnrian* official told the Jordan 


He said that the FLO was now 
considering c on ve n ing the PCC in 
the first week of March in Amman 
if "it is practically convenient for 
the Jordanian government.” 

“If not, the council mee ti n g 
in Baghdad," the 


picas any reservation over the idea at 
hosting the meetin g but that the 
timing was “simply very impractic- 
al, especially that meeting halls and 
hotels wonkl be reser v ed for the 
ACC summit. ” 

The FLO had ata to postpone a 
meeting of the Palestine National 
Fhnd, which was also scbednled to 
take ptaoe in Amman on Feb 25, m 
view of the AOC summit. 

The PCC meeting would be the 
first hjgh-levd Palestinian 
in Amman since the co nv e nin g of 
die PNC here in 1964. 

Bnt untike the 1984 PNC, winch 
was boycotted by left-wing PLO 


Last October, an official DFLP 
delegation, beaded by Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, met with Fo reign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem. 

The unprecedented Jordanian- 
DFLP talks followed the latter’s 
d ise n gage ment from its Jordanian 
wing, which established an inde- 
pendent Jordanian party. 

In the last two months many 
DFLP and PFLP members and 
officials, who were hitherto ban- 
ned, visited Jordan. 

In a recent interview with the 
Kuwaiti daily Al Watan, King Hus- 
sein did not diimms the possibility 
of showing Hawatmeh and Habash 
to visit Jordan or even to regain 
their Jordanian passports. 

"I cannot say that anything is 
impossible at any stage in the fu- 
ture... but this subject is not under 
discussion... bnt if there were sin- 
cere intentions... tins country ‘has 1 
alwyas been bis enough for ah its 



Arabs should reassess Impact of 

■ 

£. Europe events — Jordanian envoy 

By Mariam M. ShaMn Sberif Fawaz, who is a for- “So, we cannot be sure how 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter met minister of culture and fee changes wifi affect us in the 


AMMAN — In the aftermath 
of the momentous events that 
have been taking place in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, mu c h of the worid is 
chang in g so rapidly and drama- 
tically that Jordan and fee rest 
of the Arab Worid have no 
choice but to take another look 


Sberif Fawaz, who is a for- 
mer minister of culture and 
youth, calls on Arab think- 
tanks, educators, officials and 
citizens to take it upon feem- 
sdves to infonn themselves and 
come np with different 
approaches tQ deal with the 
changes taking place in Europe 
in particular and- foe wodd in 


on oar lives and prepare a 
strategy for fee f u tu r e . 

Tins is the view of one veter- 
an Jordanian diplomat trim has 


hand and who insists on devot- 
ing a wberie new ef for t to study- 
ing fee global political changes 
in order to understand what is 
hap pe ni ng in the worid today. 

Sherif Fawaz Sharaf, Jor- 


dan while the Arab World had 
been reacting to and baring its 
mteraatkaal — even inter-Arab 

— poBdeteon fee odd war and 
j seeing foe worid in East-West 

1 terms, it must now recognise 
'fife historic taming-pouit be- 


■and the wodd is changing ami 
■“we must change wife it” 

, “In Older to react to the 
worid champ*, they nmst be 
understood in both regional 
ami gtoosi penpecuvcs qk, 
Sherif Fawaz to Id a eroun of 


"It is vital for the Arabs to 
begin from scratch in carving 
out their place mid role in the 
‘new wooer,” he says, adefing 
feat he expects three economic 
giants to que r y in dfe ’new 
world*. These are likely to be 
Japan* Europe and the U.S., 
and he predicts that the de- 
veloping world would be de- 
pended on the large markets of 
these ferae giants for their ex- 
ports and subsidies. 

He points out that while the 
“great” European experiment 
of 1992 would do "great dungs 
for Europe,” many other coun- 
tries would be hard hit by the 
i economic consequences that 
will follow. He gives as an 
< example North African Arab 
countries which are major sup- 
pliers of fruits (and other pro-' 
[ducts) to Western European 
countries and which win hive a 


Sherif Fawaz toad a group of 
editors and reporters at die 

E tian Times on Monday, 
be Arab Wodd can't react 
they understand. The 
ritmtion has to be assessed 1 
before it is addressed." Other- 


! exports to Europe after 1991 

. But Sherif Fkwnx paints out 
Ifimt some positive economic 
.trends may abo develop as a 
iresnlt of thelchwqqfai flatten) 


“So, we cannot be sure how 
the changes win affect us in the 
Arab Worid,” Sberif Fawaz in- 
sists. “That is why we have to 
make the ef fort to understand 
what is happening around ns. It 
is simply not good enough to. 
determine from now that the 
changes, in Europe wfll be 
either positive or negative.” 

No one could really foresee 
foe tremendous change which 
was taking place in Europe, the 
ambassador explains. It began 
to crystallise in 1985 when 
Western Europe began prepar- 
ing for a united market after 
,Rriine Minister Margaret 
Thatcher agreed to sign fee 
'C omm on Market agreement. 
That summer Mikhail Gor- 
bachev was elected Soviet lead- 
er, and so in both the East and 
the West progressive move- 
ments moved towards a new era 
which culminated in fee fall of 
file Berlin Wall in November 
last year. 

The Berlin Wall, 'Sherif 
Fawaz says, was fee central 
arena for tension in file world. 
“Once it fell, so did fee tension. 
While prolonged regional wars 
around the world rep res e n t e d- 
{superpower struggles in many 
cases, no side would have given 
jnp Berlin. Both sides would 
ihave fought to the bitter aid in 


[Europe. “Owe fi ret German 
pot it to me fife way: Just 
drink' of how -many more cam 
Ea rt Germans wiB have after 
fee ' expected reunification of 
•Germany and drink xxf all die 
[petrol we sre going to need to 
wMifai those can go.** 


3* no possfeikty of flying out 
‘Bain or evacuating the di- 
eted city, it would have been 
£ last stand for either side.” 
The fall of fee Berlin Wall, 
e Ambassador believes, was 
e beginning of a new era, not 
t Europe alone but for file 
hole world. “The Arab Worid 

(Contained on page 3) ( 









































Aoun’s guns breathe destruction II Benjedicl seeks to tame 


from Death River to Dbayeh 


DBAYEH, Lebanon (R) — For 
IS kilometres along the road from 
Death River to Dbayeh, there is a 
shell crater every metre or two. 

No building has escaped un- 
scathed, a whole shopping centre 
has been destroyed, cars smoul- 
der, telephone poles have been 
flattened. The people of Dbayeh 
have been left speechless. 

Everything in sight has been 
damaged by a savage, three-day 
artillery bombardment unleashed 
by General Michel Aonn against 
his feflow-Christian rivals in one 
of the fiercest battles of Leba- 
non's 14 years of civil war. 

I was among the first newsmen 
allowed into the area since 
Aqua's army troops captured the 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militi a bar- 
racks at strategic Dbayeh north of 
Beirut is a three-pronged attack 
Tuesday. 

It was the Aonn forces first 
major success in a week-long 
Christian war that has cost at 
least 350 lives. 

Smoke wafted through the 
wreckage. The occasional sniper 
bullet and shrill cries of dis- 
traught women rang through die 
remains of Rachdan Barracks. 

“We tried to avoid bloodshed 
but they (LF) pushed us into it,” 
an army captain said as he 
attempted to explain the scale of 
devastation. 

Dazed dvflians, emerging from 
days in underground shelters, 
appeared numbed and disorien- 
tated. Such was the devastation. 
Some were clearly unable to rec- 
ognise their old neighbourhood. 

“The shells have changed the 
whole geography and shape of 
Dbayeh,” one of the town's* 
10,000 Christians whispered. 

Elias Bakhos said he huddled 
with his family in a shelter 
through Aoun’s artillery bom- 


bardment. “Six shells hit our 
bunding, smoke from burning 
cars outside entered the shelter... 
We thought we would be asphyxi- 
ated.” 

At Rachdan, a queue of 50 
black-dad mothers sought news 
of their sons, some who fought 
then fled with the LF, others who 
battled them for Aonn. 

“Did you see Georges?” asked 
a woman, tearing unconsciously 
at her hair in anxiety. 

The soldiers, tired and un- 
shaven, tried to help. 

Smoke also came from fires of 
burning photographs of LF mili- 
tiamen and their girlfriends and 
families, abandoned as the bar- 
racks crashed around them. 

In the debris of die canteen, a 
few tables still stood, half-eaten 
meals on plates, tea in cups. 
Blood on the floor. 


No bodies were in sight 
Wednesday as army cranes 
cleared rubble but security 
sources said at least 40 people 
had been killed in Dbayeh and 
many more wounded. 

In one yard eight LF tanks 
stood abandoned, shells piled un- 
used by them. 

Troops relaxed in armoured 
personnel carriers, drinking cof- 
fee in their first break from battle 
since Sunday. -A captain of the 
Eighth Brigade of the 82nd Batta- 
lion bitterly harrangued the LF. 

He dismissed his fellow-Christ- 
ians as “no better than Syrians,” 
whose units Aonn has vowed to 
drive out of Lebanon. __ 

“We found some of our com\ 
rades who were killed before wej 
reached the barracks, mutflatrefl 
and shot ifi the head. One bodyj 
was’ booby-trapped,” be sakL_^J 


In parts of the cratered, bar- 


rack yards, army troops loaded 
ammunition weapons onto 
lorries. LF office equipment, sta- 
tionery, dentist’s chans, equip- 
ment from the barber's shop — 
everything of use was seized. 

The once prosperous neigh- 
bourhood looked as though an 
earthquake had struck. Glass, 


tfe, parts of shops 

fronts mixed with vegetables, 
splintered furniture, clothing, 
were spilled across the streets. 

Army checkpoints were dotted 
around the area. At once a sol- 
dier passed around a box of 
chocolates. 

Sniper fire could be heard from 
the new frontlines to the north as 
the soldiers prepared for foe next 
offensive in what LF leader Samir 
Geagea is “a war of amri- 

hflatian.” 





irs tram the part arm in East Bdrot hglsl 
Michel Aim’s troops have been fight- Gaps. 



Iranian envoyin Ankara 

ANKARA (R) — An aide to Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjam arrived in Ankar a Wednesday with a 
message for Turkish President Tmgnt Ozal. Ali Reza Moayyeri, 
adviser to Rafsanjani on international affairs, told reporters his 
visit was part of an exchange of views. The message from 
Rafsanjani concerned bilateral relations and regional issues, be 
said. Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman Murat Sungar said 
visits to Tehran this year by Prime Minister YDdirim Akbnlut and 
Foreign Minister Mesut YQmaz were in the offing. A joint 
economic commision will meet in Ankara later fins month to 
discuss trade ties. The two countries resolved a price dispute last 
September over crude from Iran, Turkey's biggest oil suplier after 
Iraq. 

U.S. to sell jet equipment to Turkey 

■ 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States plans to sell Turkey 
$205 millio n fe sophisticated targeting and navigation equipment 
for use in F-16 jet fighters, the pentagon has said. The plan, sent 
to congress by President George Bush, is expected to become 
final in 30 days without opposition from lawmakers. The package 
includes 60 low-altitude targetting and infrared navigation system 
(Lantirn) pods for the jets to help Turkey fulfil its NATO 
obligations, the Defence Department said. “Turkey needs this 
equipment to provide F 16C/D aircraft with capability for night 
operations” as part of its military modernisation programme, the 
announcement said. 

Stricken Iranian tanker emptied 

ROTTERDAM (AP) — An Iranian tanker from which millions 
of gallons of crude spilled into the Atlantic was on its way to a 
European dry dock Wednesday after its remaining cargo was 
transferred to another vessel, a Dutch salvage company said. The 
transfer of the 200,000 tons of oil from the Khark 5 into the 
Iranian-registered Shir Khooh, which began Saturday off the 
coast of Sierra Leone, West Africa, ended without incident 
Tuesday, said Anettc Lindquist, a spokeswoman for Smit 
Inte rnational. In December, an estimated 70,000 tons of light 
Ir anian crude spilled into die ocean when an explosion ripped a 
hole in the Khark 5’s bull. The accident occurred 400 miles north 
of frie Canary Islands. Before drifting into the mid-Atlantic, the 
oil threatened to cause serious damage to fisheries and beaches 
along the Moroccan coast . The cargo transfer had to take place on 
the high seas because five nations, among them Spain and 
Portugal, banned the Khark 5 from their 200-mile exclusive 
economic zones for fear of pollution. 


Sudan religious leaders 
call for end to killings 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Reli- 
gions leaders in a besieged south- 
ern Sudanese city have urged the 
world community to condemn the 
Idfling of civilians by both govern- 
ment troops and rebels. 

A letter received Wednesday 
by Nairobi-based Western jour- 
nalists called for international 
pressure on the combatants “to 
halt tire continuing and escalat- 
ing massacre of the people of 
southern Sudan.” 

The letter was signed by the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Juba, Paolino Lukudu Loro. 

Loro said the appeal followed a 
meeting Thursday in Juba of the 
city’s religious leaders, including 
Episcopal Archbishop Benjamin 
Wani. 

Fighting between government 
troops and the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SFLA) has in- 
tensified recently and food sup- 
plies are running low as a result of 
a government ban on relief flights 
on Nov. 3. 

“The fact that the fields and 
roads surrounding Juba ham been 


nriiwl by both the SPLA and the 
government, and the inability of 
the government to bring die 
necessary food to Juba have 
placed the people in a crucible of 
suffering and despair,” Loro 
wrote. 

The religfous leaders appealed 
to the govenupent andthe jrebels 
to respect human rights, .stop 
shelling. .towns and Chilians, and 
agree to" a ceasefire. 

Loro recounted the panic and 
fear which gripped Juba’s esti- 
mated 300,000 residents follow- 
ing two rebel artillery bombard- 
ments last month. The letter said 


an estimated 3,0Q0people have 
fled Juba by air to Khartoum and 
Kenya's capital, Nairobi. 

“The fact remains, however, 
that most of Juba’s 300,000 peo- 
ple cannot leave. Their plight is 
desperate and worsening,” Loro 


Loro said the ban on relief 
fligh ts in reduced rations and the 
313 tons of com reserves at the 
end of January were expected to 
last two weeks. • 


Greek court rejects release of 
jailed former Muslim deputy 


KOMOTINI. Greece (R) — A 
Greek appeals court rejected 
Wednesday a request for the tem- 
porary release of a former Mus- 
lim deputy, raising fears of fresh 


peace and inciting discord. 

He was also barred from poli- 
tics for three years. 


and Muslims in the northern town 
of Komotini. 

Ahmet Sadiq, who was elected 
die first independent Muslim de-. 
puty in parfiament last June, was 
sentenced on Jan. 26 to 18 
months in jafl for disturbing the 


Sadique’s defence attorney 
asked the appeals court to release 
bis client so ne could support his 


his client so be could support ms 

family - 

m m 

Bnt prosecutor Dimitris Vasi- 
Ios rejected the daim, saying 
Sarfiq’s presence in Komotini 
would “disturb the calm dimate” 
prevailing in town. 


Algeria’s 


ALGIERS (R) — President some irritation. 


and stick to try to tame Alger- 
ia’s unruly new democracy and 
win tune to implement desper- 
ately needed economic re- 
forms. 

Faced with a sinking eco- 
nomy, violence by Muslim ex- 
tremists and a wave of labour 
unrest, Benjedid Tuesday 
urged new opposition parties 
to rally around what he called 
basic principles of the Algerian 
state. 

Political sources said he was 
seeking a period of social 
peace needed to complete a 


Renters on Wednesday sgid it 
was too soon to respond to 
BeujedRPs appeaL But a simi- 
lar call by Prime Minister 
Mouloud Hamrouche last 
month drew coal reactions. 

The sources said emerging 
opposition parties feared they 
vrould be compromised if they 
t hre w their weight befaind re- 
fonns drawn np entirely by the 

ruling National liberation 

-cITZr 

ironi 


have spur red productivity. 

“The question, is will public 
patience last for another three 
years, and wfll opposition poli- 
tical parties in fact help to 
■ mnfn tam it?” asked one West- 
ern diplomat. 

Social unrest and violence 
have threatened to undermine 
sweeping reforms. Benjedid 
launched last year to pull 
Algeria out of economic crisis 
and build a free, multi-party 



he launched in the mid-1980s, 
widely deemed essential to 
overcome an economic crisis. 

“The go ver nm ent needs the 
understanding and help of all,” 
he told a conference of public 
sector managers. “We need 
responsfote discussion between 
all parties on a kind of (corn- 


said recently it did not reject 
the idea of a “national p act” 
b etwee n parties but it ques- 
tioned whether the grounds for 
such a pact existed. 

The Rally for Culture and 
Democracy, which seeks grea- 
ter recognition for the coun- 


** 1116(0 have been some, ex- 
cesses in the use of violence, 
both words and acts. We attri- 
bute these to the lack of ex- 
perience, to the feet oar socie- 
ty does not know foe^new 
democratic forms,” Benjedid 


“This does not mean the 
state is weak and cannot 


*T am not against strikes, 
they are among the rights of 
workers; But... no one has the 
right to accelerate the destruc- 
tion of the national economy. 
Hus isa crime, anything of -foe 


Benjedid vowed to strike 
hard against any new act of 
violence such as an attack on 
Jan. 16 by Muslim extremists 
mi a courtroom outside of 
Algiers. 

But he also held out a carrot 
— open dialogue with all 20 of 
the co untr y's new political par- 
ties, mid renewed gu a r a nte es 
that forthcoming multi-party 
elections, unprecedented since 
independence in 1962, will be 
free and fair. 

“If every on e philosophises 
in his comer at the expense of 
work and the national eco- 
nomy I don’t know what the 
result will be,” be said with 


has called on opposition par- 
ties to work out among them- 
selves a nrmhmim common 
platform to submit to the gov- 


Tbe two opposition groups 
with the most influence among 
strikma workers — the fan- 


rfamwitgfisf Jdamje Salvation 
Front and the Communist 


have kept silent on the prop- 
osed national pact _ 
Hamrouche has said the gov- 
ernment needs three years be- 
fore its reforms and anti-reces- 
sion measures bear fruit - 
Officials project that by 
1992, a arching short-term 
foreign debt burden will have 
eased, crucial gas revenues will 
be rising and the tfi s n w nrtmg of 

central economic planning will 


In his first comment on the 
violence, C h a dH appealedto 
all newly accredited opposition 
political parties-to help ensure 
the success of the country's 
democratic experiment, one of 
foe most ambitious in foe 
Hard Worid. 

“It is foe duty of all accre- 
dited parties to contribute to 
the emergence of real demo- 
cracy ana accept .and abide by 
foe rqjtes of foe game,” he said. 

Labour unrest has made it 
increasingly difficult for . the 
government ' to implement 
plans to revamp the stagnant 
state sector inherited from two 
decades of socialist economic 
policy. 

An average of 250 strikes a 
month shook the economy last 


' He said the strikes* wore in 
part triggered by po'fitiral m- 
fighting, and that was un- 
acceptable. . 

“Managers must' open the 
docs Of dialogue with trap rep- 
resentatives of the workers. If 
they are right yon must give 
them their rights,” he told 
some 700 managers from all 
se gments of the public sector. 

. Benjedid repeated a pledge 
that forthoonnne mniti-parly 


.that forthcoming multi-party 
.elections on foe focal Jeyd,fee 
first since independence,, 
would be free and jfair.W ; ■ 
“I guarantee as the : top 
official in the country . that 
there will be free and efibetite 
elections to allow the Algerian 
people to exercise full : demo- 
cracy and freedom,” be' said. 


Solan: U.S. wants to end Afghan ‘agony* 


7* * ■ 


- -l".' 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
gressman Stephen Solarz says 
U.S. policy to end the war in 
Afghanistan has failed and the 
United States is searching for a 
formula to end bloodshed and 
remove Afghanistan as a thorn in 
the side of U.S.-Soviet relations. 

Solarz said Tuesday his House 
Subcommittee on Asian and Paci- 
fic Affairs will hold hearings on 
the issue later this month, after 
learning foe . results of Secretary 
of 'State 'James Banker’s talks 
with Kremlin leaders starting 
Wednesday in Moscow. 

U.S. policy in the past was 
based on predictions of an early' 
collapse of the Communist gov- 
ernment in Af g hani stan once the 
Soviets ended their decade-long 


occupation a year ago, said 
Solarz. 

The Democra t said a com- 
promise is needed because ‘foere 
wont be a ceasefire without a 
political settlement or a military 
victory by one ado or the other.” 

President George Bush’s admi- 
nistration, which recently sent a 
high-level State Department 
team to foe area,' seeks to 
broaden die base of the Afghan 
.Interim ^Government (AIG) 
made up “mostly of tbartarmce 
leaders bring m Pakistan, he said. 

“I see no prospect for apolitic- 
al settlement mi less the AIG suc- 
ceeds in broadening its base” 
with members from within 
Afghanist an to be selected at a 
forthcoming Shura, or traditional 


council of leaders, Solarz said, 
recalling his talks in Pakistan fast 
month with Pakistan government 
and A fghan resistance officials. 

Robert Kiminitt, undersecret- 
ary of state,' said on Jan. 18. that 
warmer U.S.-Soviet relations 
have created an opening for a 
political end to the Afghan civil 
war. 

< White Washington stfll insists 
that President Najrbullah be ze- 

is no lon- 
ger seen as a prerequisite to 
opeinqg peace talks. 

Moscow has resurrected a year- 
old offer of a '‘transitional” gov- 
ernment, which Washington be- 
lieves Najibuflah’s even- 

tual removal, Kimndtt said on a 


visit fo Pakistan. : ' 

Solarz skid Pakistan “ir very 


seri ous” about waiting to eotithe 
war because it rea fisestter.i 
nuflkxi Afghan refugees Hving its 
soil “are^n o^ ^joing to return 

— ■ white It's not safe.” . . 

• * - • I ■’ 

The current gnerrifl* lead- 
ersbip voices interest in a po&tical 
.settlement “but thdrdefimtwntrf 
pditical settiemen tha sj^ebar - 
actor Of totctoufitkmffMmeir- 
der,^ Solarz sa$d. “Inasmuch,® 
they say there is no nos for 
NapbuDafa or. for anyone dst 
from tiie People Democratic Par- 
ty of Afghanistan, it j$ difficult to 
envision how one can get a poli- 
tical settlement.” " 


Ethiopia reports advances against Tigre rebels * 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
Ethiopia said Wednesday its 
army had destroyed a large rebel 
force in southern Gondar pro- 
vince and was slowly pushing 
back insurgents in neighbouring 
Woflo province. 

The official news agency said 
army units had reached the out- 
skirts of the strategic city of Wel- 
diya ‘in northern Wollo province, 
making what it called “slow but 
steady” progress against 
apparently stiff o p position. 

The news agency said the rebel 
Tigre People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF) suffered heavy casualties 
in two days of fighting, about 48 
kilometres west of Nefas Mewcha 
in southern Gondar. 

Nefas Mewcha was the first 
provincial town foe Tigrean re- 
bels captured in September in 
their sweep into Gondar from 
strongholds, in their home pro- 
vince of Tigre to the east. 

The latest fighting was re- 
ported to have taken {dace Sun- 


day and Monday. 

Although the rebels reported 


ment patterned after Albania’s, 


a week ago, they have not men- 
tioned foe recent battle. Both 
sides normally report only vic- 
tories. 

The Tigrean rebels launched 
their offensive in late '‘August, 
.pushing south and west out of 
Tigre into Wollo and Gondar 
provinces and penetrating as far 
south as Showa, the province in 
which the capital, Addis Ababa, 
is located. 

The government declared a 
.mass mobilisation in September 
and made its first major counter- 
thrust in January, r^ phtrmg foe 
strategic garrison town of Debre 
Tabor in Gondar and apparently 
pushing the rebels northward out 
of Showa. 

The Tigrean rebels have been 
fighting for 14 years to topple the 
Marxist government of President 
Mengistn Haile Mariam. Their 
leaders say they want a govem- 


emmeut in Eastern Europe. 

Meanwhile Deputy Prime 
Minister Ashagre Yigiletu was 
quoted Wednesday as saying the 
zrval factions of a small rebel 
£iuup fighting for independence 
m the Red Sea province of Erit- 
rea have united for. prefamnaiy 
peace talks with the Ethiopian 
government. 

Ashagre, who flew to Sanaa 
Tuesday for talks with the Erit- 
rean Liberation Front (ELF), was 
quoted by the official Ethiopian 
News' Agency (ENA) as saying 
foe group’s various factions 
“have agreed to come forward as 
one group and not individually as 
before.” 

Ethiopia’s Marxist government 
began separate peace talks fast 
year with the main rebel move- 
ment. in Eritrea, the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front 
(EPLF), which is now the only 


rebel force that is militarily active 
in the province. ' 

Ashagre said the talks in North 
Yemen would be “a new begin- 
ning and independent of previews 
contacts with die ELF.” 

The gove rnm ent has previously 
had separate confects' with diffe- 
rent factions of the divided move- 


Ashagre said if preliminary dis- 
cussions went well, substantive 
peace -talks could start within a . 
month. ' 

- The. FT F launched a guerrilla 
war for die independence of .Erit- 
rea, a former Italian colony, hr a 
1961 and the EPLF was founded ^ - 
as a Mamst splmter movement in 

1970. .-. 

• ■ . , , 1 

The EPLF, which has now re-, 
nounced Marxism, controls afl of 1 
northern and wes tern Eritrea, ! 

while ELF nnJztary activities aw I 

limited to-occasumal skumkhe 
with EPLF forces -near the 
Sudanese border. 
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Tawjihi results cannot 
be reexamined ■ — official 


AMMAN (J.T.): — The Mmstry 
of FjftacatHan Wednesday rated 
oat the possxb£^ty of aiknriqg 
Tawjitd ctodeots to review their 
e xam papers evaluated by aafaus - 
try tcKoen' hi the past moatfa 
following the Tn^i exuiiU - 
tioo whtefa wm taken by mane 
than 66,000 mate and female sto* 
denis. 

Director of the suuhliy’s ex- 
amixuinon ttiviskm, Mohammad 
Say el Obddat, «u commenting 
cm reports in the loo! press about 
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aQow andcots, who bcSev e that 
they deserve hqher grades, to 
revise pdpere after aQ measures 
bad been takes by minhtry offi- 
cUs and teacbere to reach the 


The remit of the mid-year 
Tawjihi examinations were 
annonaced Monday in various 
M ve i DOons and many stude nt s 
found that their grades were not 
as Mgh as thoue of c o ha g i B of 
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Ministry refers tea 
merchants to court 

AMMAN (IT.) — A total of X3 2.250 a kOo^anune (G 
wholesafe and retail merchants . brand) in aaxndanoe with 
h ave been < Mseopes ed by Mfoahy aantakea byaspeexalcon 
of Supply inspection teams, to froma munber of ccocenv 
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It said that the merchants in- 
volved in the cases have been 
referred to court for trial. The 
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Rat-bitten apples spark 
JAMPCO -merchants row 


AMMAN. (Petra) — Agricultural 
merchants and middlemen at the 
ce nt r a l marketplace operated by 
the Greater Amman Immidbality 
said Wednesday that part of con- 
signments of apples imported 
from Turkey and sold in Jordan 
was unfit for human consump- 
tion. 

They said that they found rats 
in some of the apple boxes upon 
their arrival hr Jordan under im- 
portation arrangements made 
with the Jordan Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing Com- 
pany (JAMPCO) — the sole im- 
porter of apples from Turkey. 

However, JAMPCO Director- 
General Ayed A1 Win denied 
that the apples on sale in Jordan 
at present were imported through 
the company, and raised the pos- 
sibility tbat they could be brought 
into the country through other 
channels . 

“We imported 5,000 tonnes of 
apples from Turkey in the past 
two months and during the im- 
portation period which ended at 
the start of 1990 there were a 
number of violations on the part 
of the exporters and parts of 
apple shipments were destroyed > 
when it was discovered that they 
were unfit for consumption,” 
Wire noted. “For the past five 
days, JAMPCO did not put on 
tiie market any apples for sale,” 
Win added charg in g that some 
merchants could have stored 
large quantities of apples await- 
ing the opportune moment when 
there is poor supply, so as to sell 
the apples at higher prices, tiros 
causing much of the siripmcats to 
go bad. 

A number of merchants, and 
nriddfemen interviewed by the 
Jordan News Agency, Fetre, cal- 


led on JAMPCO to leave' 'the 
process of importation of apples 
to the local merchants, a move 
they said would no doubt lead to 
a reduction of prices. 

The merchants said that a simi- 
lar problem was encountered 
when JAMPCO was solely 
allowed to import onions and 
potatoes; but when its mandate 
ended, tbe prices went down dra- 
matically. 

One of the merchants, called 
Abdul Hammid, said that JAMP- 
CO was not operating a fair 
distribution system because it was' 
giving the big influential mer- 
chants die lion's share of the 
shipments leaving very little for 
the rest. He also accused JAMP- 
CO of importing commodities 
through a third party which 
causes the eventual price rates to 
go up because middlemen nor- 
mally charge high commissions 
•for their operations. 

A merchant who preferred 
anonymity, said that JAMPCO 
had no time to inspect the boxes 
of imported apples doe to high 
demand on tbe product, and did 
not bring tbe consignments to the 
central marketplace tor proper 
examination. 

Another merchant, Akxam 
Abdnl Am Tubeishat, Petra that 
JAMPCO was moaopofising the 
market ty restricting to itself the 
importation of onions, potatoes, 
garlic and apples «nnang a high 
rise in prices. At present, he said, 
a kilogramme of onions is sold at 
600 fils, but should the merchants 
be allowed to import these com- 
modities the price could drop to 
as low as 200 fib. 

Tnbesshat noted that JAMPCO 


port their pr o ducts in special plas- 
tic boxes when they bring these 
products from the Jordan Valley 
to Xrbid, Amman, and Zarqa, the 
main consuming centres. This, 
Tribeishat sard, tends to cause die 
price of goods to rise since the 
box itself costs at least 300 fils. 

According to Wire, Jordan, has 
lately embarked on planting ap- 
ple trees in a number of regions; 
and production started two years 
ago but the yields are not enough 
for the market. The country is 


in apples in four years time .Wire 
added. 

At present, JAMPCO is im- 
porting apples from Lebanon in a 


wire^ warned that apple prices will 
rise now since Lebanese apples 
are of very high quality but also 
with higher prices too. He said 
that agreement was readied for 
exchanging 2,550 tonnes of 
Jordanian vegetables for 1,500 
tonnes of Lebanese apples. 

Id a separate development 
Agriculture Minister Suleiman 
Aiafaiyat visited the central mar- 
ketplace: in Amman Wednesday 
and said that be was following 
with deep concern the subject of 
establishing a centre for agricultu- 
ral boxes and otber cemtazners to 
transport the produce. 

The wiintowr met with mer- 
chants and owners of agricultural 
stores and urged the merchant's 
association to try to expand Jor- 
dan's agricultural exports to other 
countries. 

The merchants demanded that 
the min is try provide support for 
the export process by protecting 
Jordan's prodace from foreign 
competition. 
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recon- 


were on.’ Now &Q those rela- 
tionship! have to be rede- 


On the question of the reuni- 
fication of Germany, Sberif 
Fawaz thinks the derision to 
reunify wxD be that of the Ger- 
man people and is no Longer up 

to the Soviet Union ami the 
United States. “This march, 
elections wifl be held in East 
Germany, — T ' ' — 


many people may not 
be very comfortable with that 
idea, it is up the Germans, and 
the Germans only, to decide on 
their fate,” he said. 

While the West German gov- 
ernment had already paid the 
state of Israel S47 bufion in 
reparations fine Nazi crimes 
against the Jews in Europe, 
Israel is now d emanding repB- 
ratinmi fvnm th* Fjmt t fWm am_ 


dotal terms, 

■ - • . * m 


Arab Worm. 

■ 

“Since we no longer have to 
worry about the East-West con- 
flict, any damage done to the 
Arab cause, such as ^he restora- 
tion of ties between Israel and 
East European countries, has 
to be carefully ttnrfird and 
anafysed." 

Hie tenned West German- 
Jordauian ties as exoeDent. 


Labour ministry stops 
issuing work permits 


AMMAN (IT.) — Tlw Ministry 
of Labour annoanced Wednesday 
that its of&ocs would stop issixing 
work pennit t to all nco-Jorda- 
nums in 4B sectors throughout the 
Kiugrtom as pf Thursday Feb. 8, 
1990 and until farther notice. 

A ministry s ta t em ent said that 
the new m ea su re was taken in 
zxnpleroectstioQ of the govern- 
ment's oobev of tadetinx. unem- 
ployment in Jordan through coo- 


ploys 175,000 non-Jordanian 
Arab and foreign workers in 
di ff er e n t sectors. 

Last October the Ministry of 
Labour sa&f that only 70,000 non- 
Jordanian workers who work in 
tbe Kingdom have acquired offi- * 
dal work permits, and the rest 
were illegally employed. 

To deal with the problem, the 
ministry said inspection teams 


finding 


The fltxteooeat 

dLigel^witb is 
paigos at aU bi 
c oun t ry to ensa 


market with a view to 
ba for unemployed 

meat that nrinis- 
on teams would be' 


tesses in tbe 
tbat they all 


The team would take legal pro- 
ceedings against violators of the 
law, tbe statement noted. 

Prime Munster Mndar Badran 
last week referred to the unem- 
pjqyment problem m Jordan by 
revealing tbe presence of 80,000 
unemployed citizens in the coun- 
try at a time when Jordan em- 


fy r outin e weak wjH be intensified 
so as to expose tbe violators of 
the law and to open the way for 
Jordanian job seekers to find 
employment. 

At uie same time, the ministry 
said that it could not find substi- 
tutes for those employed as clean- 
ers and garbage collectors, since 
no Jordanian wanted to do this 
type of work. 

The Ministry of Labour earlier 
banned all non-Jordanians from 
being employed in administra- 
tive, secretarial, clerical, en- 
gineering and medical fields or as 
petrol station attendants. 

But tbe ministry said that em- 
ployment can be given to non- 


Jordanians in the agricu!r.ual sec- 
tor and as muses for wham the 
country does not have sufficient 
numbers. 

According to the October 
statement, Jordan i some. 

12.000 con-Jordani^i domestic 
servants and maids bui -.'rogram- 
mes have started to provide train- 
ing for workers to be employed at 
charitable centres and homes for 
the aged. 

The Labour ministry's 
announcement Wednesday fol- 
lowed a statement published in 
tbe Jordan Times quoting Labour 
Minister Qaseem Obeidat as 
saying thm his ministry sub- 
mitted to tbe Council of Ministers 
a propo sa l for a minimum fixed, 
wage of JD 75 to 80 a month, 
about twice tbe basic earnings of 
tbe lowest paid foreign labourer. 

Jordan has traditionally ex- 
ported surplus skilled labour to 
Arab Gulf states. At least 

300.000 Jordanians are believed 
to be working in Gulf states, but 
job opportunities there have 
been shrinking. 


Scholars, performers seek 
to revive Arabic music 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe curtain goes 
down Thursday on a week-long 
musical and cultural fair which 
offered an insight into Jordanian 
and Arab traditional and avant- 
guard music. 

Inaugurated last Saturday by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, the 
p ro g r amm e's activities included: 
a entitled “Arabic music 

in Jordan"; a series of concerts 
presented by local troupes, Arab 
and international muse stars such 
as Patrick Lama — a Jerusalem- 
born, Paris-based composer, re- 
searcher and analyst. 

It also included a three-day 
meeting of tbe first “Arab Music 
Rostrum", whic h provi ded vafo- 

sical and contemporary music of 
the Arab World. 

Many participants presented 
recor di ngs, of 60 minute duration 
depicting the musical heritage of 
their re sp e ctiv e cou n t ri es or re- 
gions. Some entries, however, 
were performed firsthand by spe- 
cialists from di f fe re n t Arab coun- 


Co-sponsored by tbe Interna- 
tional Music Council (IMC) and 
the Arab Academy of Music 
(AAM), tike rostrum came out 
with recommendations aimed at 
rereading throughout the Arab 
World entries which earned high 


up to assess the scores of new 
entries in accordance with various 
categories related to geographic 
distribution, stylistic, authenticity 
and artistic standard. 

Songs and music pieces from 
the United Arab Emirates. 
(UAE), Saudi Arabia, Sudan, 
Iraq, Oman and Jordan' earned 
top grades and tbe committee 
recbzqmended that those entries 
be transmitted by Afrab radio 
stations. 

Traditional folk pieces from 
Tunis, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, 
Oman, Somalia, Yemen, Pales- 
tine and Jordan were ranked “B” 
in the final judgement of the 
committee. 

Teas of music fans attended tbe 
week-long activities, co-spon- 
sored by the Amman-based 
National Music Conservatory 
(NMC), tbe Baghdad-based 
AAM and tbe IMC which is 
affiliated with UNESCO. 

On Wednesday, the partici- 
pants held a seminar entitled 
“Arab music in Jordan.” The 
seminar tackled a number of 
working papers diwKng with the 
historical, social, educational and 
psychological aspects of music in 
Jordan. 

On the fringes of the week-long 
programme, Jordanian artists and 



HM Queen Noor 

Fuheis folk group sang to the 
tunes of authentic Jordan and 
Arab folk music and received a 
standing ovation from the andi- 


Patrick Lama, a Paris-based 
Arab pianist, had also a share of 
the action. His fingers played 
innovative, state-of-the-art pieces 


A selection committee was set 


applause from the Arab partici- 
pants. 

On Sunday, the renowned 


innovative, state-of-the-art pieces 
where he coupled authenticity 
with avant-guard compositions. 

Tonight, Thursday, Munir 
Bashir, a renowned Iraqi oud 
player and an expert on Arabic 
music performs at Philadelphia 
Hotel. Bashnvwho represented 
Iraq at the ro strum invited Jorda- 
nian top-ranking folk troupes to 
paitidpare in tbe forthcoming 
Babel cultural fair, scheduled 
be held next September. 


Nabulsi outlines monetary 

V 

restructuring plan 


IRBID (J.T.) — Jordan Is at 
present directing its attention to 
c an y out a national economic 
re stru ct urin g programme de- 
signed to increase national sav- 
ings, curb excessive consumption 
and reduce the m argin of deficit 
in tiie fiscal budget, according to 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Mohammad Said 
Nabulsi. 

Hie said to achieve this goal, 
the country is embarking on mea- 
sures to improve agricultural pro- 
duction, giving attention to small 
and medium «7g projects carried 
oat by tbe private sector and 
striving to increase exports. 

The CBJ is a central focus in 
tins whole operation and is trying 
its best to stabilise the exchange 
rate of the Jordan dinar, accord- 
ing to Nabulsi in a lecture deli- 
vered at Yannouk University. 

According to tbe governor, re- 
cent measures taken by the CBJ 
owing to Arab assist- 

ance. Jordan has been able to 
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of last year, up from $109 millio n 
at tbe end of 1988. 

He said that the CBJ is trying 
to replenish the bank’s foreign 


small economy compared with 
the neighbouring Arab states de- 
pends to a large extent on de- 
veloping its natwal and manpow- 
er reap' trees, on money transfers 
from expatriates working abroad, 
exports and loans and financial - 
assistance from other countries. 

At the same tune the Kingdom 
has been active in developing 
skilled labour to supply it to Arab 
countries which fbnn a source for 
income to Jordan. 

It is natural therefore to link 
the national economy with the 
economic, political and regional 
situations in the Arab World and 
it is natural for Jordan to keep 
adapting to new developments 
resulting from them. 

Between 1972 and 1985 Jordan 
was able to achieve high growth 
rates benefitting from the favour- 
able situation in the Gnlf econo- 
• mk resulting from the oil boom. 

But, tiie regional economic re- 
cession brought about adverse 


effects on Jordan causing a de- 
valuation of the dinar. This was 
accompanied by a de cline of re- 
mittances from expatriates and 
the return of many Jordanian, 
workers res u l tin g in increased un- 
employment in the Kingdom. 

Consequently, Jordan’s exter- 
nal debts increased by the end of 
1988 to reach $11.8 billion. 

Acconfing to government plans 
the economic restructuring prog- 
ramme aims to: 

First: Promote the role of the 
private sector through promoting 
national exports and setting* up 
the proper institution to guaran- 
tee exports. 

Second: In tbe financial policy 
through the economic restructur- 
ing pr o gra mme Jordan arms to 
increase revenues and control 
government spending ‘and 
rationalise consumption so as to 
reduce the margin of deficit in the 
fiscal budget. 
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Following are other highlights 
of NatmlsTs lecture. 

Jordan which has a relatively 


Aoun vows to fight to finish 


(CoHtfeued ftm page 1) 
noting that scores of the injured 
were dying in hospitals (foe to 
scarcity of Mood, and antibiotics 
and other medicines. 

“We have reports of 18 wound- 
ed victims who passed away at 
hospitals in east Beirut ak»e. We 
do not have updated reports from 
tiie rest of the (Christian) en- 
dive,” said a police spokeanan. 


He said General Michel Antra 
was reorganising his forces in 
apparent pre para tion for major 
asrawhs to dislodge the LF from 
its besieged strongholds in the 
800-square-kilometre Christian 
enclave. 

In his press conference 
Wednesday, Aoun sakk “The 
world can smash me, but cannot 
force me to approve Taif." 


END OF WINTER SALE 




-At the Bridal Chest, Kan Zaman 
<Off Airport Highway opposite Arabian Horse Club) 

Thru February 
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ten tfB ChHdr*n Project 


Under the patronage of His Royal Highness 

Crown Prince Hassan 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

FEB. 10-17,1990 

Philadelphia Cinema. Jabal Amman 
Programme of films 

Saturday, Feb. 10 

(by invitation only) Long Live the Lady (Italy) 

Sunday, Feb. 11 The Big Blue (France) 

' Monday, Feb. 12 On the Black Hill (United Kingdom) 

Tuesday, Feb. 13 Sailors Don't Cry (Belgium) 

Wednesday, Feb. 14 The Pitot (F.R Germany) 

Thursday, Feb. 15 Birthday Town (Greece) 

Friday, Feb. 16 Bewitched Love (Spain) 

Saturday, Feb. 17 Looking for Eileen (Netherlands) 

% - ■ 

Films am In their original language and subtitfod In 
English. 

(All films start at W0 pjn. and antrance la fraa of 
charge on a first come first served basis). 
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Helping hand to 
continuity in Moscow 


THE SOVIET Commnnist Party’s move to suit odo r its 
monopoly on power and make way for a mufti-party system 
in the country crowns the le fo im progr am me in Eastern 
Earope as fawnHwH or approved by Mutest Gorbachev. 
There is little doubt that world democracy owes a lot to the 
Soviet leader, who, despite fierce opposition from Commun- 
ist dfiehands, managed to open the door Iter people’s 
p a rti c ip a tion ea deririon-mahmg in Eastern Earope through 


mtecwatfnal community. The very fact that Gorbachev has 
been displaying an extremely skilful politiral manoeuvring 
abilities dHwM be a pointer to the Western powers, notably 
the United States, that the Soviet president is a force not 
only to be reckoned with, bat abo that Ms reforms most be 
protected some of his own people if the world is to 

realise the dream of a faOy democratic Soviet Union. 

At this point in time, therfore, it would appear only 


logical to snggest that arms control issues should assume a 
lesser important role in order to make way for strengthened 


daring Baker’s 


Moscow. Of 




ES 

to 



threatened by chronic economic problems as parity reflected 
in the secessionist unrest in the various republics that make 
on the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union may not need any 


West European countries could extend a helping hand. 

We can only hope that Secretary Baker would not resort 
to arms-twisting tactics with the Soviet leade r s hi p at this 
crucial point awl deal with the issues in Moscow with darity 
and vision, with a view to encouraging and ensuring that the 
new era in Soviet hi st or y is not abruptly pot to an end. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


AL RAT Arabic daily on Wednesday criticised the Arab Nation’s 
reaction’ to the influx of Soviet Jews in Palestine as one tihat does 
not rise to the m inim u m level of responsible Arab attitude 
towards a very im po rtan t issue. The paper said that Jordan seems 
to be alone in the arena, panting to tins serious situation £rom a 
national 'stand and trying to alert the nations of the world about 
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their peace roles and their endeavours to establish peace and 
stability in the Middle East region; and indeed, placing obstacles 
in the path of peace, the paper added. It said tint what is 
happening now is a mere exchange oi parts by the Soviet Union 
and the United States in the Middle East arena at the of 

peace in onr region. The paper called on the Arab leaders to meet 
at a special summit devoted solely for tins important question to 
the Arab Nation. 


The attack on the fans in Egypt in which several Israelis were 
killed gives rise to a question about the reality and the nature of 
relations between Israel and Egypt, b theft really peace between 
the two sides? asks Tareq in his column in A1 Ral 
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Talking Stra'ght 


By Jbfarwan 



Political parties need vision, tolerance and pla 


THE first weeks in the fife of the new Psrfiameut have poente<f 
out two im port ant d eve lopments in the evofartaoh of pofiticab 
fafe in Jordan. The first one is that freedom vof «ra6} 
ssion, for the first time in sevwal decades, .is real and te 
motion. If is bdkig practsed by the Jordanian society in general,^ - 
’and the members of Partiament in particular. The y wn ri is tbe 
obvious absence off political ! frameworks to organise tins freedom 
,and li A i ahte fe into ellective and pnuanatic courses of action. 

Tip newly acquired freedom has taken both the press and 
Parliament by surprise. In less tolerant dayi, criticism of the 
.government by itself was perceived as an act of courage. Today, 
that act is no longer gffiaenL As soon as the mtfiai m ph^r ja of 
. being able to express ideas fredy begins to subside, both the pies 
and Paifiament will be fined with the more difficult fa*eir of 
digging into problems, offering objective analysis of and 
suggesting alternatives. 

In the absence of political frameworks, the result so far has 
been more qr less chaotic. The press has offered fittie beyond 
cosmetic criticisms, and Farfiament members, inexperienced in 
the political game as most of them "l iWd are and with no clear 
guidance to direct their moves, have been conspicuously novice in 
their handling of the vote of confidence and budget deliberations. 
The government, on the other hand, has not fared much better. It 
appears to be frying to appease every single demand of every 
single Partiament member, which of course is not possible, nor 
does it help define a dear policy for the executive branch. It is 
dear by now to even the most sceptical, I hope, that the only way. 
.out of tins disarray is through legalising and institutionalising the 
political process m Jordan. His Majesty tbe King has already 
indicated that such a step is in the raMng The National Charter, 
which will be drafted by a royri ct anniT^i mi'tip be a p pointed soon, 
wifl do just that. It wfll define the framework within winch all 
potitkal parties In Jordan wiD function, and it will set tbe stage of . 
such parties to exist. Only then will we start to reap therea! 
benefits of democracy. 

But what is really required to have in a party so that it can daim 
to be a national party with the wide support and efferrivr sharing 
in the political life in Jordan? I fed there are some basic princifrfes 
that_afl parties should be aware of if indeed they are to be truly 


viable. i . ; 

T V. ftpfft and inmiiMt that any party should have is WSMQ- Any 

party to be formed should develop a dear, well-defined picture 
about where it wants to lead the nation. This is the challen^that 
will face all of the upcoming parties, in the past, we had different 
■vision s of where Jordan should gpt The Communists, the 
Ba’atirsts, the Arab m tio pil nts,. the Mnshm fu nd am e n talists, all 
had visions of their own.' Today, with the exception ofthe Muslim. 
Brotherhood, all the other visions are, I dare say, almost dead. 
We have lived in the last thirty years in an almost ideological 
vacuum. The challenge today is to come up with new visions, new 
dreams of a f u ture Jordan that can be achieved and that the 
average citizen can relate to. Otherwise, we will repeat the 
experience of the fifties, where pseudoparties were formed by of 
consisting of several ideologues, political activists, or friends 
without a wide popular base. Political parties have to present the- 
country with dear and different alteratives, regardless of whether- 
they are modified versions of eartier visions or whether they are 



■ Mini Id tbe prime 
Today, be n-aac* 
Acs cokmm,- Talking 
Jb tbe Jordan Ernes 





The second principle that should form one of the backbones of 
any party’s punbim is the strong, UK&mpronriring, and everlast- 
ing belief m The right of all political parties to co-exist in a 
multi-party system. The National Charter should spell out this 


pant m the dearest possible language. No party has {he right to 
spread its ideas without equally acfcnowfci^rag the right of all' 


other parties to do so because m. a true democracy, the only wayl 
to have a proper system of checks and balances is to ensure that 
there are always, mid I mean always, at least two pants of view. 
One-party, one-thought systems have never worked anywhere in 
the wodfdL The fall of the Counmmist regimes in Eastern Earope 


themselves and to society at large. It 
g«gnti*l that all parties believe not i 
existence of other parties but in their 
The thud principle is that, all -parti* 
political and economic platforms to txz 
practical policies that can be 
platforms should' have soda 
platforms with no dear political and eoa 
acceptable, nor will they be able to e 
political part y. In an era where we foe 
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is only the latest example attesting to this feet. Any party that 
does not adhere to tins baric prindpte should be harmed from 


does not adhere to tins baric principle should be bamwf from 
political activity in the country. 

This is a question erf survival fin- Jordan. That is why one should 
not shy away from voicing one’s views in tins regar d Any society 
has to cany within itself the seeds of change. Otherwise, that 
society is doomed to stagnation and ultimate self-destruction. 
Those who are not ready to accept tbe existence of ideas and 
practices other than their own are inviting destruction to 


of action to o v ercom e there di tHte f ri , 
that everybody agrees on, snch as the e 
party mamfestoa tint we bare- recently 


fra. 
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it hopes to lead the nation in the future. It 
the faegmmng of the road. It is also dear *' 
have to go a long way. before^ 
before we start leaaariag and p ra c nuqg . flu 
to agree on the set of rules fly winch 


Soviet Central Committee has grown steadily bigger, weaker 


By Patrick Worsnip 


MOSCOW — The Central Comr 
nrittee, once the powerhouse of 
the Soviet Communist Party, has 
become a bloated organisation 
filled with elderly bureaucrats 
who take few real decision, its 

rrrrirg say. 

But, because of its high official 
status, the committee can play a 
key role at critical moments like 
this week’s meeting at which 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 


is trying to force radical changes 
upon the party. 


Before the 1917 Bolshevik Re- 
volution, the Central Committee 
Onsated of a handfiil of key 
people who formed the core of 
the party, meeting in secret; to 
decide its policy. 

- At one meeting in 1905, nine of 


its 11 members were arrested by 
the tsarist police. 

In the early days of Soviet 
power it continued to take vital 
derisions; A meeting of IS mem- 
bers in February 1918 decided 
with seven votes for, four against 
and four abstentious to pull out 
of the World War I and accept a 
hmwiKaring peace with Germany. 

As the Commnnist regime 
established ftsetf, the Central- 
Committee gradually became big- 
ger and weaker. It rose to 40- 
members in 1923, 71 m !939 and 
continued to swell after World 
War H, reaching an apex-of 319 
members and 151 candidate (non- 
voting) members in 1981. 

Gorbacfrev has tried to scale it 
back, «ntmg it to 249 members, 
last year and reportedly arming 
for a<4evel of about 200. 


According to its statutes the 
Central Committee runs the parly 
in the five-year intervals between 
congresses. But with a' require- 
ment to meet only twice a year, 
the committee itetf has little abil- 
ity to -do so in practice. 

Top day-to-day decisions are 
taken by the party pofttburo, 
currently consisting of 12 mem- 
bers, and its secretariat, winch 
has 13. These bodies have tradi- 
tionally predominated over the 
g o v ernm ent. 


Central Committee to consist of 
workers but at present the vast 
majority axe regional party lead- 
ers and government i ni nin tera or 
their deputies who virtually have 
an automatic right to a place. 

Most of these are elderly men. 
The magamw* *?Aigumfcnty I 


mal powers and at. crucial mo- ^Bctedhil934,atotalbf98wme-^ 
meats party kadenrstfll need to l a ip arre s te d and shot; most of 
get certain key dedshms past its fhepim tbe great purges of 1W7- 
qurinly conservative members; ; 38,9cootdmgtosubsanicaitJe^- 


Fakty” nmorted tins week that of 
the members elected at the last 


Extensive powers on more 
mundane matters are held by the 
Central Committee’s fan- time 
bureaucracy or “app a ra t us.” This 
has nin e departments . and - is 
thought to employ about 1,000* 


Soviets state founder Vladimir 
Lenin' wanted two thirds of the 


the members elected at the last 
party congress four years ago, 61 
per cent bad either reached retir- 
ing age of 60 or would do so 
during thezr term of office. 

By contrast, in 1927 almost half 
the members were under 40- 
The weekly said -indignantly 
tiiat the c ommitte e ought to be “a 
nriKtant, working organ, deman- 
dmg fi nom its membe rs selfless, 
u utiriq g enthusiasm, not.-bonor- 
aiy tenure." - ^ ... 

Despite^ to weaknesses,-' the 
committee still has extensive fbr- 


ipamly conservative members; ; 

Ih his early days in power, 
Josef Stalin used the onmnrtte to 
back-faim against whatwas sonte- 

frmes a hostile majority in the 
politbuio. ■-■••• 

The dictator showed tittiejpati- 
tnde for tiris support. Of die 139 
members and candidate memb ers 


tt Nikita Khrushchev. 

_.-.The Central tTfWHniii»- 
frrice.played a derisive rote hr 
Khrushchev's own fate, backxqg 
him in 1957 against the so-called 
“anttoarty group” in the pofit- 
buro bat deading in 1964 tfet it 
was time to oust him. . 


My greatest gift 




To the Editor: 


Communists outwardly strengthened, 


IN the article “Vefled mytirt” by 
Rishe js to he pommended for 
diiMnM, a writer, of dddmfr 1 

ree with hear stance 
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but faced with possible split 


By Rntond P rhiz 

The Associated Press 


o pp os iti on Utaion of Democratic 
races to ion go ver n m ent, sefae- 


SOFIA, Bulgaria — The Com- 
munist Party has emerged from 
its four-day congress outwardly 
st rength ened, but restive party 
reformers and growing opposi- 
tion strength pose a threat to its 
long-time survival as tbe domi- 
nant political force. 

Coemption, eccmomk misman- 
agement and preservation of out- 
dated Ma rxist d ogma have made 
the Communists increasingly un- 
attractive in the eyes of many 
people, knowledgeable Bulga- 
rians say. 


Forces to join g o v er n m ent, sche- 
duled to be created by Thursday. 

But a majority of the union’s 
'leadership, engaged in talks with 
tiie Communists, has said it 
would reject such participation. 

Radical r e fo r m ers w ithin the 


party are another source of worry 
for Commnnist leaders. 


for Communist leaders. 

Top liberals in the alternative 
Socialist alliance, a re fo rm ist 
Commmist Party faction disgrun- 
tled with the conservatives’ un- 
williiigness to purge the par t y ’s 


after the ouster of long-time 
C ommunis t leader Todor Zhiv- 
kov on Nov. 10. 

It might eventually merge with 
the reformist Agrarian P a rt y , 
which was recently formed and is 
part of the Union of Democratic 
Forces. 

If such a fusion comes about, 
the agrarians, who are better 
established than the new and 
newly revived opposition parties, 
might become serious rivals, for 
power in Bulgaria. 


reme council, ca 
members, indadet 
affiance reformers 
lav, Koprinka Ch 


c onsisting of l53 


Ivan NSko- 
snkova and 


But Jheir election fflnstrated 
the. difficulty faced by minority 


The supreme council, successor 
to the central com mi tt e e, origi- 
nally was to a «hin 131 mem- 


ting to dilute their party’s un- 
favourable image, however. 


of r ep airin g the crisis-ridden eco- 
nomy, tbe Communist leadership 
has srid it will set up a 

ment of narrirmal CODOOXU” — a 


vague term suggesting opposition 

ngTfipj nqfjfln fn rarminpr 


pgffip ^qtjfln fn nwrm'ng tfe COfflh 

try until free elections planned 
far May. 

Andrei Lukanov, a party and 
gove rn ment veteran with man- 
agerial skills and re for mist ideas, 
was elected prime numatmr on 
Saturday. 

He was expected to try to 
persuade sane members from the 


The party stanch at the edge 
of an abyss,” said Asen DavjkJov, 
a soriamt Affiance radical who 
teaches history of philosophy at 
Sofia U ni ve rsi ty. 

However, both the liberal 
opponents inside the party and 
the Unkrn of Democratic Forces, 
are not yet strong enough to pose 
a real challenge. 

A more serious threat to the 
Commnnist Party’s s uprem acy 
might come from tbe agrarians, a 
and when their two wings bury 
differences and join forces. 

The agrarian party, until re- 
cently com pletd y d o min a ted by 
the Conimnmsts, has shown in- 
creasing signs of independence 


m 

But it is undear whether such a 
move- could be made before the 
first multi-party elections in May. 

For the time being, the Com-, 
nnmist Party, with a membership 
of nearly one miffinn people — 
more than ten per cent of the 
total population of 9 million — 
controls politics and virtually all 
of the Balkan country's public 
life. 

At the party congress that en- 
ded Friday, the three foremost 
reform- munded leaders, party 
chief Alexander Ldov, Lukanov 
and Petar MLadenov, who con- 
tinues as state president after 
giving up die top party post, 
managed to avoid an open rift 
between tbe c onse r v ative main- 
stream and the party rebels. 

The new poucy-setting snp- 


But for the sake of perceived 
balance, Mladenov proposed in- 
duston of tile Socialist Affiance 
representatives. 

Since Ms. Checvenkova and 
the other two ranked so for be- 
hind on the ballot, 29 other Com- 
mu n is ts' listed before them — 
mostly co nservat ives — had to be 
added to the body as wefl. 

Reformers believe die party’s 
only chance for survival is to 
reorganise along the fines of 
other Soviet Hoc leftist parties 
further advanced on the path to 
ptnraKsm. 

VassOer told the congress this 
week: “Either we renovate die 
party... or we will be gradually 
shrinking into a political dwarf.” 

His son Nikolai, a congress 
delegate, was even more pessi- 
mistic, p ropos i ng m an interview 
creation of a breakaway Bulga- 
rian Socialist Party. 


the faithful. It is 
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By Tom Henegfam 


DAVOS, Switzerland — The 
pace of German reunification, 
already faster than Bonn or East 
Berlin can control, acceler at es 
still farther thin month as both 
states struggle urgently to fiend 
off East Germany’s collapse. 

Timetables, doubts and objec- 
tions are losing relevance by the: 
d my as panicky Geonans- 
racing to tbe Wert trample over 
the wobbly mwmmsr and pofltic- 
al barriers dirt stffi divide die two 


Pace of German 


reunification 


gathers speed 


the scenery. 


They huddled in a 
err first since Mod- 
to unification last 


, — to see how to meed 
up Bom’s aid to East Benin. 

Both men were tight-lipped ab- 
out their plan* but Kohl hinted 
that some fo r m of econo mic and 
monetary union — a giant step 
forward that could create‘de facto 

unification even be fore the two 
states formally merge — mi ght y 
die next hurdle to dear. 

“We have to show the way into 
the fix t ur e even before the ejec- 
tions,” Kohl said after meeting 
Modrow here on Saturday. 

East Germany’s first free polk, 
wfclsh leaders, from both states 


Now the biggest hurdle — 
i xwuniinst opposition, to unity 
— has fallen, a tone of anxious 
urgency has come to colour state- 
ments from East and West ou 

what has to be done next. 

Bonn’s Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and East Berlin Prime 
Minster Hans Modrow retreated 
to dns luxury Swiss ski resort for 
an international busmens confer- 
ence over foe weekend. 

There was fittie time to enjoy 


bad hoped would be an anchor erf 
stability, slowing down the ex- 
jodus, had to be brought forward 
■from May to Man* 1&, became 
too many people could wait no 
'longer for a better life. 

Over 58,000 people — equiva- 
lent to dm population of a mimII 
city — flooded across the open 

‘border last mouth, draining East 
Germany’s labour pool 
•swamping West Germany’s jobs 
and bouang market • 

Modrow, an ever sadder-look- 
ing figure as he straggles to keep 
a semblance of order m his coun- 
_ try’s head-over-heels saambic to- 
1 winds maty, kept a grim sflence 
over what smpnaes could be ex- 


pected next 

He told journalists to wait until 
February 13, the start of his first 
visit to Bonn. Kohl, who revealed 
they had discussed an economic 
union, also .mentioned teat date 
as a Bne for an "imp o rt ant 
step forward.” 

Proposals for a quick economic 
l in k, even mrimfing nsc of Wert 
Germany's nj m the 


resistance in Bonn and Frankfort 
1 — home of West German y’s cen- 
tral bank — when they were first 


1 The rising damonr for quadc 
aetkmis putting the focus square- 
ly on just such a step and it mould 
be high on the agenda tea 
Bundesbank President Kali Otto 
:Poehl meets his East German 
ioonntexpaxt, Horst Kaminsky, m 
East Berlin Tuesday. . . 


shown winch are mostly Western, movies. The 

001 taDy ^ 

cultures which are ideated to a great extent. TWfo 
be a welcome step if JTV. worfsiart 
dasrtcal Arahaqalhtean movies, tetelmg re 


warned on Friday teat a huge new 
{exodus would start unless bote 
iGennanys forged a currency yk, 


classical Arab and Incfian movies, dubbed m the seed (■■rta.S 
a cha^e. I am nonfirlmt that my vfew is tetrad by awuyfonkEa 
Television viewers as wdL * • 
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WHILE many lecdutaat gnonbte ww ti» feck of job opportnni- 
CLra m the I foyfom anddirckic togp job frrati^ noc 

tH have that derire, nor do aB fed the need to do *>. U» *EJd it 
o« of Jordan's “mwfficfet career warned foe b» hero an 
member of life SMigjilmiil workfo rc e for the pot 23 years. 

Ate t two-yea rretf,Um'Bld t 5&, — w!to describes henelf as 
a nweber of am aud pandtaoderof 13 — “help of the houae" 
tuts decided to- go back to work. Mostly out of need, Hat 
tui£flo*a«r refugee, who Hw is a two-room hone in Swrilefa 

with |>er ciyyi c d family, has be com e a my career for the third 
time. hr bea- afe. 

TbtfWCafc ftp. *104 shares her thoughts on the work ctiric, 
recent ciuinpw m Jonfan^i political fife, the nrpocfrri demog- 


Whb surprising agfircy,_Usi 'Eid gathers her thick wore thob to 
tede It idto Mr afewri w tata off hm pbstfe shoes anti heads 
for die pa3 and RtaoogBinl a She kitchen of one of Abdoan’s 
maaodoos. Her body h fight aod she snores with the ease of a 
panther towards ber prey; in this One her prey befog rimnfng 


She has known the fondly 4 k is working for race 1972 rad thus 
is famiKar with the order in tbe boose. “I told the lady of die 
house she had to go to the ««»»—»«* coosmoers* co rpo rati on 
because rise had iso out of socee detergents. I dent understand 
them; day are rich ud they txy a save cn the fifde things here 
and dare," she says with a sank. 

*T used to wodc for them when they atill fired is Jahal 
LuweSbdeh. Thdr children were young then and they were not a 
rich a now” Urn *Eld says -with oostahn. 

“They have two Sri Lankans, but when they knew that I was in 
need ofworit they told me to come. They know that no one knows 
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Jasmines and pearls 


. about ricsnrng like Um ’Ed," she says with a grin, her Jcohled 

^ 

6yC| sodhd^* 

Acoonfing to Um *Eid, demand for local domestic help is on die 
rise in Amman “because they don’t want to pay for the work 
perrons. 

*Ekl and Mahmoud, her two eldest sons, have gone to tbe Gulf 
to work and Abu ’EM has been rick for the last year. “My beys 
send some money but they have mouths to feed. So what they 
send is much less than before. My two eldest daughters are 
mazxied and they work and sometimes they help us at home but 
we can’t keep on taking from them; they have cither responsibUi- 
des/* Um *Eid says decidedly. 

Um 'EM and Aba 'EM still nave five unmarried children living 
at home. Two of diem are pursuing technical education. ’EM and 
Mahmoud were able to receive a unive r sity education in Jordan, 
one at Yannouk University and the other at University of Jordan. 
The younger of tbe two received a scholarship because of Iris 
outstanding grades. The other was enrolled with the help of a 
fonner employer who used his influence in what was until recently 
a university system that allowed for a lot of admissions through 
“wasta.” Mostly the drikhen of the well to do and mrf 

their relatives and acquaintances benefitted from such Knk* r But, 
as is cvfdenr in the case of *Eid, a few others also benefitted from 
the “waste** system. 

Officially registered as Palestinian refugees, Um and Abu *Eid 
hail from a village near Ramleh and tbe ’EM family has often 
benefited from the many social and educational programmes of 
tbe United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). 

Um TSd is illiterate but is fiercely proud of the education that 
her children have been able to obtain. “My children study at 
universities and colleges and they wort. Abo Ed always had 
trouble keeping a job because of Ins bad health. He is 60 now and 
all his teeth have fallen out and be has pains in his legs,” she says. 


body. 

la tins same maimer of potting 
in only essentials of a scene that 
she perceives, Nabila arrives at 
ber fragile watercolour abstrac- 
tions. A scene that is around ber 
inspires her, it gives her the 
essential fines, colours, textures 
etc. then she elaborates on it. The 
human figure varies in hs adapta- 
tion, from a mere doodling de- 
void of colour to a filled form, it 
is however almost always present 
in ber works. 

She highlights her subtle water- 
cokwr paintings with intensely 
eotoured shreds of paper torn 
from mag* apes This pinpoints 
ber sensitivity to shape and 
shade, her strong power of 
perception. Not only does she 
discover interesting textures and 
'colours but she manages to cat 
them out into forms that, once 
put to float in space, are so 
meaningful and so contrastingly 
realistic .that they recall snr- 



^iLi "<T 


3 artists exhibit at Shoman Foundation 
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...By Nefly Lama 

Special to tbe JonttB Times 

AMMAN — An exhibition of the 
works by three highly qualified 
women artists is bemg hem at the 
Abdtd Hamid Shoautn Founda- 
tion. Each artist has a style of ber 
own. About this variety,- Soha- 
Shommi explains: “We wanted 
to show all the possibilities that 
an artist u faced with, the diffe- 
rent phkses she passes through, 
from realism as in Alia 
Ammonra’s MMcoton, to a 
halfway proems of figurative ab- 
straction . as m Narnia Hefaafs 
collages arm total abstractions as 
in the Gouaches of Nawal Al 
Abdallah. One cannot keep 
working the traditional way 
(figurative). We are firing at the 
tune ofu Hnuiitei ft. of astronauts. 
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times 


A printer should represent his 
time and hfe culture at foe same 


Afia A— i so— reproduces tra- 
ditional pastoral scenes, a 


the harvest, etc. She draws a 


orient a list portraits. Her wodc is 
a doc um e ntati on of a arifisarion 
that is waring, a re capt urin g of 
the theme of foe book. ‘fBesore 
their Diaspora”, from its Ktric 
bia^ and iririte pictures, taken in 


and revives foe scenes in colour 
aod develops them into beautiful- 
ly rendered Afia has 

acquired, m a snrpusin riy abort 

tim^ a m m i wa nfl of hfiX 

medium, creating different. 


values, intensities and trans- 
parencies of colour, dif fere nt de- 
nritirir and Hgfct 

Nabfia H eh ri has a more ab- 
stract tendency, although she 
never really lets go of the realism 
that s u r rounds her. 

Nabila uses a variety of media. 
She thrives in watercolours and 
collage, she also works' in ails. 

Her black-brush sketches of a . 
reclining node (a number of 
which she exhibits) remind you of 
Matisse’s female outlines but the 
tedmhHie used is renrimscent of 
none nit Ddaaoo. The same 
A eiffhiniMK of rendering concen- 
trates primarily on tbe movement 
(romanticism), printing only foe 
essential parts of the object, 
curves for foe bent knees, a 
sinuous fine for the rest of the 


In one instance, foe introduc- 
tion of pieces of collage with foe 
image of drapery (dmadsm), 
floating in space, conveys the 


tkm of these pieces gives you a 
sense of co n t in u it y, of movement 
of history befog performed on 
paper.” There is nothing that is 


Static,” she explains, “t hing s 
move in time. There is nothing 
permanent and there is a con- 
stant' evolution with time. 
This is what I want to con- 
vey, and there is a constant 
evolution with time. This is what 
I want to convey, not only in this 
particular work but in each and 
every one of my works.” 
Whereas her past works in- 
volved mate open spaces in winch 
patches of soft colours float, her 
pre se nt wodc s eems more tecto- 
nic. Outfines are filled more amp- 
ly with colour and watercolour 
assumes a higher intensity and a 
stronger role via a vis collage; It 
does not play second fiddle to it 
anymore. Nabila relates this 
change to a rfm^e fo environ- 


Wherevtr yon are, yon are 

affected by your surroundings. 
When I travel, I get impressions 
of thirty uound me and later, 
when they are assimilated, I put 
them down on paper. We are fike 
■pongee, we absorb firings, they 


Um *Eid bypasses a question oa the recent changes in Jordan. 
“All I know is that fife is more expensive, our children are abroad 
and that more Jews are oonriqg to Priestiae and they say there will 
be another catastrophe. If those people elected to Parhamem and 
fodr demo c racy are gong to do anything about afi that, then good; 
if doc, then we have not kwt a ny thin g cither. I nn a gnest here and 
it is not my place to speak. Whenever we, the Palestinians, speak, 
they say that trouble follows, so its better that we keep quiet,” she 
says. 

In a very opinionated manner and with sdf-assnnince, Um 'EM 
speaks tike a politician. “The Arabs opted for peace, for a 
Palestine on the West Bank and Gaza. I am from Ramleh, nor the 
West Bank and Gaza. Hie Jews from Russia and America want it 
all, they want to take it all. The Americans stole America from 
fire Red Indians, I know about that. And now its our torn. The 
In dia ns in America live in camps like us. So there is only one 
solution and that is to fight. Time has proven that there is no ocher 
way,” foe asserts. 

What exactly Um 'EM intends to do about it all is uncertain, but 
she knows how to convey her political ideas better than many a 
university graduate. Her role as a wage earner co n tinues and she 
scoffs at “those edneated upper class women who speak of 
women's rights and equality” as well as foe growing number who 
have adopted a strict code of Islamic dress and mannerism. 
’Those women have leisure tune to talk of women’s fashions and 
fancy ideas. To have the time to philosophise is the privilege of 
the well to do. They can talk because there are women like me to 
dean their houses. Once a woman scolded me for not covering all 
my hair as if I have time to think of that. I have to work to live; 
their is no time to be idle and talk about bow others do,” Um ’Eid 
concludes before excusing herself to begin deaning the windows. 
As she dimbs on tbe window bench foe sings a song of jasmines 
and pearls. 


come out whenever they are ripe. 
When I came back from Tunis I 
introduced lots of blue into my 
work, I was there next to the sea 
and it left a great impact on me.” 

Nabila starts with a sketch, re- 
tains tbe theme and develops it. 
“Sometimes, after yeais, I come 
back to one of my collages or 
drawings, pick some lines or 
forms from it to create another 
work. Every painting you do 
becomes part of your luggage, 
part of you. You can beckon it 
anytime, and use if.” 

Nawal Al AbdaBak, the fully 
abstract party, painted since she 
was a child. She remembers a day 
in her teens when the renowned 
artist Mbbanna Durza saw her 
paiutiap and encouraged her to 
exhibit; since then her sole ambi- 
tion was to be a painter. 

Nawal was fortunate enough to 
study art in Florence. She started 
by painting figuratively and then 
went through a natural process of 
development, her work grew gra- 
dually more abstract. 

“At a crucial point fo my fife 
abstraction was a therapy for me. 
I conk} express my innermost 
feelings apd, I got- into a world' 
that I absolutely adored because I 
could lose myselfin.it. It became 
fascinating, it opened doors for 
me. It allowed me tots of free- 
dom. But I do not abuse of fins 
freedom. I work a lot I also like 
to play. Through play and 
through studies I arrived to this,” 
Nawal gyplams. 

Her method of painting is the 
btrikfing up process, worknig gra- 
dually onto a meaningful whole 
where each part is essential and 
beautiful. One painting might 
lead to another, new ideas are 
bom with eveiy ae ati on. A small 
part of a painting can create an 
idea for a new one. 

Nawal’s abstract work passed 
through stages: 

At an early stage she painted 
open spaces and overtapped them 
vnth intensely coloured d ri ppi n g. 

She went through a stage 
where one could see classical 
perspective in her work. Structu- 
ral “timbers,” hinting at 
architecture, zoomed into fire 
centre where others stood majes- 
tically fonmng a portri beckoning 
the viewer to enter further into 
deep space. 

m mie of ber works, Nawal 


starts with a figurative sketch of a 
leaning woman. She obscures 
thfl* with abstract forms that re- 
tain the ori ginal volumes. Upon 
that she juxtaposes three curved 
brushstrokes of filac and skin 
colour that give the nonfigurative 
image life. These tiny curves 
seemed to amply replace tbe need 
to paint realistic skin. Dripping of 
pink pigment as well as Mending 
it into the shapes underneath 
make the composition impecc- 
able. 


cent of rayonmsm. Fleeting rays 
crossing one another. They look 
fike a conglomeration of crystals. 
Tt*s a shattering of something... 
of glass,” she explains. Different 
lines and angular shapes Mast 
their way in many different direc- 
tions. 

She sometimes shades areas 
with Iflac to soften the thrust and 
to give the work a spiritual feel. 
She would also in tr od uc e “drip- 
ping” in a curvilinear maimer to 
relieve the work of its rectilinear 
harshness. 

At one time, black fines domin- 
ated and enveloped other shapes 
mud brushstrokes (through the 
masking tecbmqne). Later, she 
reversed foe .process by having 
vivid colours come to the surface 
burying tbe darks underneath. In 
both methods there is a con- 
tinuous interpenetration of fleet- 
ing forms. 

Sometimes, instead of allowing 
these forms to fill the whole 
format, she makes them fell short 
of file edge and lets them assume 
a dominant twirli ng movement. 

Even her colour scheme prog- 
resses. “Before, I used to use 
happy colours, now I enjoy the 
am trust of dark and light. “Her 
latest painting? have an unpre- 
cedented intensity of colour, well 
enveloped at foe edges with 
Mack. 

The am trust in rendering, the 
d i ffe r ent styles, the great variety 
of colour schemes and of the 
study of fight, all lead to under- 
standing foe gradual develop- 
ment of art from fire physical 
perception of subject matter 
(realism), to the toe of foe object 
within a design (figurative ab- 
straction), and on to expres s ive 
design elements (abstract ex- 
pressionism). A well-conveyed 
progression that is worth noting. 


Randa Habib’s 
Corner 

Politics with fun 

WHEN they gathered for foe first time under tbe dome, Z frit 
moved, I could hardly breathe. After al*we were Bring a Ustto 


First of all, it 


We 


i, to lowering prices. They were also able to corner 
of the gnvenuncBt, even ia m^or and sensitive subjects. 
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laboratories are better judges of food. 
Another major topic was how pocitai 
b etw een dhrtBeri alcohol and br e w ed spi 
subject. So many other vital questions 


tartans differentiated 
This b a very serious 
e also raised, and it 
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Scientists 
widen hunt for 
space aliens 


By Lee Siegel 
The Associated Press 

PASADENA, California — The 
search for intelligent fife in space 
soon will expand to the entire 
universe when Argentina gets a 
high-tech radio receiver to listen 
for signals from the regions of 
space visible from the southern 
hemisphere. 

“There are so many stars like 
the sun that it’s impossible to 
think the sun is tbe only one that 
has life on an orbiting planet,” 
said Rani Colomb, director of 
Argentina’s Institute of Radioas- 
tronomy. 

The Planetary Society — a 
Pasadena-based non-profit group 
that advocates space exploration 
■*— raised $150,000 from its 
125,000 members in 70 nations to 
pay for the sophisticated radio 
signal analyser, named 
Megachannel Extraterrestrial 
Assay IL 

The size oftwb large refrigera- 


tors, META II wifi Igejlown to 
Colomb’s institute in two to three 
weeks, said Thomas McDo- 
nough, coordinator of the Planet- 
ary Society's part of foe worl- 
dwide search for extraterrestrial 
int elligen ce programme, known 
as SETT. 

Two Argentine «gtnMr have 
been bmldfog the device at the 
Harvard-Smithsonian Oak Ridge 
Observatory in Harvard, Mas- 
sachusetts, west of Boston. 

Since 1985, t he Pl anetary Soci- 
ety's identical META receiver at 
Oak Ridge has scanned the space 
visible from the northern hemis- 
phere seeking a radio signal from 
an alien dvfosation. 

Steven Spielberg, director of 
the film E.T., the extra-terrest- 
rial, dona ted $100,000 fin the 
first META project, which is tile 
world’s most powerful operating 
SETI system. 

Such research began in 1960. 
Since then astronomers have con- 
ducted mote than 50 separate but 
mostly Hun ted searches for any 
radio waves that may have been 
intentionally beamed into space 
by intelligent ex trater restrials. 


Scientists would know they dis- 
covered an alien civilisation if 
they found an ultranarrow fre- 
quency signal, which the laws of 
physics say couldn’t come from 
any natural phenomenon or 
earthly source, McDonough said. 

Almost all previous searches 
listened to northern hemisphere 
space, with only brief, partial 
scans of the southern hemisphere 
from Australia and Colomb’s in- 
stitute, in a park 48 kilometres 
southeast of Buenos Aires. The 
centre of our Milky Way galaxy is 
visible only from tbe southern 
hemisphere. 

Tests of META II will start in 
June after the 8.4 milfion-channel 
receiver is hooked to one of the 
Argentine institute’s two dish- 
shaped, 30-metre-wide re- 
diotelescope antennas. 

By its dedication on Oct. 12 — 
foe holiday commemorating 
Christopher Columbus’ discovery 
of the new world in 1492 — the 
device will spend at least 12 hours 
daily for three or more years 
listening for signs that hnmanity 
is not alone. 

With both META receivers 
working, tbe planetary society 
will be conducting “the first sys- 
tematic search of the universe as 
a whole for rignak from another 
dvffisatiori,” ' McDonough said. 
“This could be the system that 
makes tbe first contact with 
another dvifisation.” 

Colomb said discovery of in- 
telligent aliens “will ebany. ev- 
erything in the world.'’ 

“Man has always asked who we 
are and where are we going, and 
this is part of tbe answer,” said 
Colomb, who discussed the pro- 
ject during visits to die Planetary 
Society and to NASA and the 
SETT institute in Mountain view. 

National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration scientists 
plan a more sophisticated SETI 
effort. They plan to start listening 
to the 'northern hemisphere in 
1992 and the southern hemis- 
phere no earlier than 199S, said 
rack Renzetti, who heads the 
radioastronomy effort at Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. 
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AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sbaraf Street 
' Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan - ■ 

TeL 604676. 604696 



INTL EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, stor aging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 
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Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 
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The first l best 

Chine* Rutamnt 

In Jordan 

■ 

ist Ckde, Mai Amman, near 
'/ Ahfyyah Girls School . 


Open daily 1200-3:30 
: p.i n. 

630'Midnight 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
ChPaseRa/rmgpQtisavailaNe 


Open daHylZiXh- 15-30 
18M-2330 

Saqra fiad- near Traffic 
Bridge 

. - Amman, Jordan ■ 

. Tel: 661922 
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RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
. Estate/near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongotttft Btrbeque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 616214 

Come and faste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. ■ 

^ 6:30 - Midnight > 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
towards 3rd circle 


Tel: t359519 659520 
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Omani Fish Restaurant 

AlKfowt- Jordan Sivennadcet Bidding 


Amman’s No. 1 Hsh RMsunitt 
- H Family Abnosphera 666 

Open daily for kinch and dinner 
Aaatonabfe Priees 
For Rasarvatton and Tafce away 
Tat 824677 
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Gunbattles rage in Pakistan’s biggest city 


22 killed in Karachi violence 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — Security forces aid 
anti-government protesters fought gunbattles in 
Pakistan’s biggest dty Wednesday, tiffing 22 people 
and wounding 60. 

Doctors and police in Karachi, ricades of burning tyres all over 
which is paralysed by a general the dty of eight mSDum people to 
strike, said four of the dead were halt traffic and set fire to at least 
policemen. IS vehicles. 

They said most of the injuries _ Sind Chief Minister Qaim Ah 
were gunshot wounds. Shah told reporters the s itu at i o n w as 

Doctors at Karachi’s Jinnah “well under control,” adding: 
and Abbasi hospitals said they “The strike had little mi pact.” 
had declared an emergency and Troops patrolled Ka radit . 
railed in off-duty medical staff to streets in trucks equip ped with 
rape with a flood of injured. machine guns as police reported 
“The wounded are lying on running battles being fought with 
Boots,” a Jinnah doctor said, guns, tear gas and stones. 

“We don’t have many beds. We The strike dosed the stoc k ex - 
aave appealed for blood dona- change in Karachi, Pakistan s com-> 
lions.” menial capital, and all shopping 
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Doctors and police in Karachi, 
which is paralysed by a general 
strike, said four of the dead were 
policemen. 

They said most of the injuries 
were gunshot wounds. 

Doctors at Karachi’s Jinnah 
and Abbasi hospitals said they 
had ^edared an emergency and 
called in off-duty medical staff to 
cope with a flood of injured. 

‘The wounded are lying on 
floors,” a Jinnah doctor said. 
“We don’t have many beds. We 
have appealed for blood dona- 
tions.” 

Battles erupted between de- 
monstrators and police backed by 
troops after more than 50 aimed 
men attacked a police station in 
an attempt to free people de- 
tained ahead of Wednesday's 
strike. 

The powerful Mohajir National 
Movement (MQM) ordered the 
strike in Karachi, capital of 
southern Pakistan’s Sind pro- 
vince, after a deadline it set for 
the release of 80 kidnapped sup- 
porters had expired. 

The MQM says die 80 were 
abducted by members of Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's Pakis- 
tan People's Party (PPP). 

MQM supporters threw up bar- 
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On Monday the whole country 
went on strike to express solidar- 
ity with -a Muslim uprising in 
Indian-controlled Kashmir-. 

“One day's strike causes 500 
milli on rupees ($24 million) loss 
in Karachi,” said Yusuf 2a, a 
former president of the Federa- 
tion of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry. 

MQM chief Altaf Hussain ac- 
cused Bhutto’s government of 
supporting a guerrilla organisa- 
tion called A1 Zuifikar that 
claimed responsibility for the hi- 
jacking of a Pakistani airliner in 
1981. 

“You can behead our beads. 


Arabian Sea 


but our heads will not bow before 
terrorism,” Hussain told a news 
conference Tuesday. 

Gov e r n ment spokesman Iqbal 
Haider denied the charges and 
accused the MQM of conspiring 
against the government. 

The two parties have been at 
loggerheads since last October 
when the MQM, representing 
Muslim migrants from India, spot 
with Bhutto and joined an 
opposition attempt to unseat the 
prun e minis ter in a parliamentary 


Qaim Ali Shah, accused by 
critics being ineffective against 
frequent ethnic violence in Sind, 
said: “Attempts are being made 
to change the opinion of the 
people in Sind by force, threat 


and conspiracy which is a criminal 
act.” 

Another strike, called by the 
mili tan t Sind National Affiance 
(SNA) also affected rural areas of 
Bhutto’s home province 
Wednesday. 

The SNA, which demands 
autonomy for Sind, accuses Bhut- 
to’s government of inefficiency 
and corruption. 

Among Wednesday’s casualties 
was a news photographer who 
suffered serious head injuries and 
a broken leg when police beat 
him with rife butts, a reporter 
who saw die attack said. 

The reporter named the photo- 
grapher as Zaixid Hussain who 
wonts for a local daily, the Dawn. 



Japanese petition for return of islands 

TOKYO (R) — Fifty mini on Japanese have now signed petition 
calling on Moscow to return a groap of small islands the Soviet 
Union has held since 1945, Kyodo News Agency said Wednesday. 
The signatures on the petition, which was started in 1965, 
represent about 40 per cent of Japan's 123 million people. Petition 
organisers said the milestone was reached Wednesday morning, 
Kyodo reported. The dispute over who should role the island riff 
northern Japan has prevented Tokyo and Moscow si g nin g a treaty 
formally ending World War II hostilities. A treaty would allow 
Japan to enter the embattled Soviet economy, including huge 
develpment projects in the Soviet Far East 

Japan lifts trio of satellites into orbit 

TOKYO (R) — Japan lifted a trio of satellites into Earth orbit 
Wednesday, a first for Japan that showed Tokyo’s determination 
to build a major presence in space. “The satellites all have to be 
put into different orbits, so it’s quite difficult,” said an official at 
the National Space Development Agency of Japan (NASD A). 
The satellites will monitor the Earth’s envorinment, test basic 
techniques for achieving a mkrogravity environment in space and 
relay messages for ham radio operators. They were lofted aboard 
of two-stage H-l rocket that took off into partly dowdy skies from 
the Tanegashhna Space Centre off the coast of Kyushu in 
southern Japan at 0133 GMT. Thirty- three m inirt** later they bad 
separated and entered different orbits, although the predsfon of 
the orbits was still being checked, the space official sakL Only the 
United State, the Soviet Union, China and the European Space 
Agency had previously orbited three satellites from one rocket, 
he said. 


Poll gives E. Germany’s 

SDP absolute majority 


EAST BERLIN (AF) — If East 
German elections were held to- 
day, the new Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) would soundly de- 
feat the long-entrenched Com- 
munists, according to an opinion 
poll published by the East Ger- 
man news agency ADN. 

In addition, 76 per cent erf die 
1,000 East Ge rmans queried now 
s upport reunification with West 
Germany, a sharp rise since 
November, when a similar survey 
found just 48 per cent in favour of 
reunification, ADN said 
Tuesday. 

East Germany’s first free eleo- 
tions are scheduled for March 18, 
and the poll indicated that the 
Communist Party has suffered 
huge losses in support since 
November, while the Social 
Democrats have made large 


to the pod, the So- 
ts would win 54 ner 


Democrats would win 54 per 
t of die vote, the Communists 
per cent and die Christian 


Democrats 11 per cent. 

New Forum would receive 4 
per cent, and the liberal Demo- 
crats would get 3 per cent, ADN 
said. All other groups would re- 
ceive less than 3 per cent 

The poll was conducted by the 
Central Institute for Youth Re- 
search in cooperation with the 
Institute for Market Research. 
ADN said 80 per cent of the 
people surveyed said they would 
vote. The agency did not give the 
margin of sampling error. 

The Social Democrats, found- 
ed after East Germany’s peaceful 
revolution' last fall, are actively 
supported by their West German 
sister party, which is in the 
o pp osition in Boon. 

The poll found a sharp drop in 
the number of people who say 
they are willin g to stay in East 
Germany under any circumst- 
ances- While in November 84 per 
cent said they would remain, only 


in the most recent poll. 
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Kashmir militants attack police bunker rebels in south; 75 killed 


SRINAGAR , India (AP) — Muslim militants Wednesday buried 
a grenade at a police bunker in downtown Srinagar and strafed 
the post with automatic rifles fire, witnessses said. At least six 
policemen and two bystanders were injured in the attack, said the 
witnesses, who spoke on condition of anonymity. It was not 
immediately known how many milit ants were involved In the 
attack or if any of them s u ffered injuries when the policeman 
returned fire, they said. In another part of the dty, a bomb 
believed planted by the militants exploded in a post office. There 
were no injuries, other witnesses said. On Tuesday, night, 
suspected militants blew up a track, injuring one person who was 
sleeping in the vehide, witnesses said. The attack on the police 
post was the latest in a series of co n fronta t ions between security 
forces add militants fighting for secession of the Kashmir Valley 
from Hmdu-dominated India. At least 77 people have been killed 
since authorities launched a crackdown on die movement on Jan. 
20. Most of the victims have been Muslims who were shot and 
killed for defying curfew orders. Srinagar is the largest dty in the 
Kashmir Valley and is the summer capital of J airnnn-KashmiT 


Haitian elections in doubt 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — A key political affiance 
threatened Monday to pull out of Haiti’s general elections unless 
die military government allows exiled leaders and United Nations 
observers to monitor dm balloting. Marc Bazin, the presidential 
candidate of the National Alliance for Democracy and Progress, 
also presented four other condition for the affiance's participation 
in tins year’s elections. They were that the government move up 
the presidential balloting to July, assure Hai tians it will respect 
die constitution, release uncharged political prisoners and provide 
fair trials for those who have been charged. “Our position is dear. 
If the electoral council does not modify the timetable, we will not 
participate in elections,” Bazin said at a press conference. 

Police stop Rushdie from reappearing 

LONDON (R) — British writer Salaman Rushdie wanted to 
come out of hiding Tuesday for the first time since an Iranian 
death threat was put on his bead a year ago — but police 
bodyguards stopped him. A lecture on censorship which the 


ZAMBOANGA, Philippines 
(AP) — Soldiers clashed with 
suspected Communist guerrillas 
in four-day battle in the southern 
Philippines that left at least 67 
insurgents and eight- gov e rn m ent 
troopers dead, the military re- 
ported Wednesday. 

Maj. Hermogenes Esperon 
caul the first major dash ths year 
b etwee n soldiers and the Com- 
munist New People’s Army 
(NPA) began Saturday on the 
outskirts of Mahayag town in 
Zamboanga Del Sur province, 
about 770 kilometres southeast of 
Manila. 

Esperon, the military’s South- 
ern Command spokesman, said 
about 200 rebels ambushed an 
army track in Mahayag, killing a 
soldier and a government mitit ia- 
man in the initial volley of gun- 


truck were wounded but they, 
managed to return fire and held 
off the attackers until reinforce- 
ments arrived, Esperon said. He 
did not say if any rebels were 
killed or wounded in the initial 

riarfi. 

Esperon said at least two army 
battalions later joined the gov- 
ernment forces, which then en- 
gaged the rebels in skirmishes 
over four days across several 
towns in three provinces. 

He said field repents indicated 
that 67 rebels and four mar e 
soldiers and two government 
militiamen were killed in the suc- 
ceeding dashes. Three more sol- 
diers also were wounded, he 


.lliescu 
to run for 
president, 
aide says 

BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 
— Interim President Ion Inesca 
has registered the National Salva- 
tion Front to run in the May 
election, and a top aide said 
Diescu will be its candidate for 


Prospects for German 
re unifi cation boosted 


Six other soldiers abroad the suers, Esperon 


The remaining rebels were 
ported to have broken into se 

al smaller gm aip K and a at f i »r p 
different directions to elude j 
suers. Esperon said. 


The front, which has ruled by 
decree since Communist dictator 
NRxriae Ceansescu was toppled in 
December, wifl compete in the 
election against 29 political par- 
ties. 

The front’s decision to enter 
die elections contradicted an ear- 
lier pledge not to contest them. 
The decision sparked wife pro- 
tests when it was announced in 
late January. 

Since then, the front has 
agreed to form a council of 
national unity with opposition 
parties to ran the country until 
the May 20 elections, Romania’s 
first multiparty contest since 
World War II. The new council 
will meet for the first time Friday . 

“Our candidate for president 
wifi be Mr. Diescu, that’s for sure. 
That’s what everyone wants,” 
said Dan Radnlescn, chief of the 
front’s commission for press and 
public relations. 

In terim Prime Minister Fetre 
Roman also said in an interview 
with U.S. television that he wants 
ffiescu, a farmer Co mmunis t offi- 
cial who fell out with Ceansescu, 
to ran for president. 

*T hope it will be lliescu,” he 
told commentator John 
McLaughlin in the interview, 
winch will be aired in the United 
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was made available here. 

Roman said he would not cam- 
paign to be prime minister but 
would probably accept the post if 
the front wins the election and 
asks him to serve. 

Diescu Tuesday went to the 
central tribunal to officially regis- 
ter the front, which has spirt from 
the government and the eight- 
member ruling coundL 

In its platform, released Tues- 
day, the front said jts aim is 
“realisation in Romania of a 
democratic society based on poli- 
tical phnahsm, the separation of 
powers in the state, (and) the 
assuran ce of liberty and human 
dignity.” 

The front said it would guaran- 
tee “the inviolability of h u m an 
rights, the respecting of the rights 
and liberties of all national 
minorities, (and) the guarantee of 
freedom of religion. ...” 

The platform also cafe for “the 
creation of a modem national 
economy” based on efficiency 
and individual as well as collec- 
tive initiative. 

Roman said in the interview 
that Romania is moving slowly 
to w ard a market economy and 
faces" two major economic prob- 
lems; It produces only basic pro- 
ducts, and its major mdustries 
have excess capacity. 

The platform indudes guide- 
lines for membership in the front 
and an oathne of the movement’s 
structure from villages on up. It 
bars from membership anyone 
convicted of crimes against the 
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The platform makes no men- 
tion of the Communist Party. In 
early January, leaders of the front 
announced they would outlaw the 
party. Then they decided to sab- 
nut tfe question to a referendum, 
only to caned the vote a short 
time later. 

Asked in the interview whether 
the party was dead for all practic- 
al purposes, Roman replied; 
“The Communist Party doesn’t 
eatist any more. Practically, it was 
a setf-dissolution.” 


WEST BERLIN (AP) — Pros- 
pects for German reunification 
have been boosted by Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s call for immediate 
♦aiw with East Germany an a 
monetary union and U.S. s upport 
for a proposal bn foreign troops 
in a united Germany. 

In Barni, delegations from the 
Wrfrfchj French and Polish gov- 
ernments discussed Ger man 
reunification Tuesday with gov- 
ernment officials mduding Kohl 
and Foreign Minister Hans-Diet- 
riefa Genscher. 

Rohl called for immediate 
negotiations with East Germany 
o v er cutting np a unified monet- 
ary system, m an a ttemp t _ to 


brink of collapse. 


economy and stop the accelerat- 
es odus of its citizens, 
fe the talks should also 
extend to a possible economic 
rmion between the two states. 

“People in East Germany must 
see now that citizens of West 
Germany are ready to help,” 
Kohl sand. 

The move would make the 
West German mark East Ger- 
many’s currency and would torn 
over much of East Germ an y ’ s 
economic sovereignty to West 
Germany and its central bank. 

The formal proposal for talks 
will be made at a cabinet meeting 
and details worked out when East 
German Premier Hans Modrow 
visits Bonn next week. Kohl sakL 

Nonetheless, the influential 
head of West Geonany’s central 
hank — KaH OttO Poehl — has 

voiced serious reserv at ions about 
a speedy monetary union. 

East Ge rman officials, while 
acknowledging that a monetary 
union could ease some immediate 
problems, generally have resisted 
such a move because of fears that 
it would erode the value of East 
German savings. 

They also fear that unprofit- 
able, state-run enterprises would 
have to dose, leading to large 
layoffs. 

An accelerating exodus to 
West Germany, strikes and 
absenteeism are rapidly driving 
East Germany’s economy to the 


this year, 66,000 East Germans 
have emigrated to. West. Ger- 
many. 

Kohl's proposal came . shortly 
after bis econo m ics m inister , Ha- 
nmt Haussmanh, suggested a 
three-step plan for economic and 
monetary union of die two coun- 
tries by Jan. 1, 1993 

Kohl did not give a timeframe 
for the monetary moon. But gov- 
ernment sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
chancellor shared Finance Minis- 
ter Theodor Waters view that it 
should come before the end of 
the year. 

There is strong sentiment for 
reunification in both German 
states, but only in an orderly 
procedure and not as the result erf 
chaos that would result if East 
Germany’s economy collapsed. 

Prospects for German mtifica- 
tion are also complicated by the 
fact the two German states be- 
long to opposing military blocs. 

Modrow has proposed that a 
united Germany be neutral, but 
the United States and its NATO 
partners, inducting Wert Ger- 
many, reject such an idea. 

Genscberhas made a proposal 
designed to deal with tins thorny 
problem and Tuesday it pa cked 
up s upp ort from U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker. 

Genscher last week suggested 
that a united Germany remain in 
NATO but Western troops be 
barred from moving into what is 
now East Germany. 

His proposal would also allow 
Soviet troops to remain in the 
Eastern region — at least at the 


But West Germany’s Stera 
ma garine quoted a Soviet official 
as ruling out NATO membership 
for a united Germany. - 
"That’s not any more possible 
than a reunification within the 
framework of the Warsaw Pad,” 
Nikolai Fortqgalqv, an expert on 
German affirms in the Soviet 
Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee, was quoted as s aying . 


Roh seeks to develop 
S. Korea’s defences 


SEOUL (AP) — President Roh 
Tae-Woo said Wednesday that 
South Korea must, develop its 
own defence system to prepare 
for an eventual withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from the country. 

Roh called for accelerating the 
move to an indtenous defence 
fence after receiving a briefing 
from the Defence Ministry on 
various security problems south 
Korea is exnected to face in the 


co min g decade. 

“We must pursue the 
'koreanisation’ of our defence. 
American troops are here only to 
help us. We must be prepared to 
defend our nation with our own 
blood and sweat,” he sakL 

In a report to Roh, Defence 
Minister Lee Sang-Hoon said 
South Korea will have to increase 
its defence spending substantially 
in the coming years to prepare fair 
an eventual U.S. troop pullout. 

The United States announced 
last week that it would dose three 
of its five air bases in South 
Korea in a cost-saving measure. 
The decision wiD mean the with- 
drawal of 2,000 of the 43,000 
U.S. troops stationed in Sooth 
Korea under a mutual defence 
treaty. 

South Korean officials later in- 
dicated they expected to discuss 
the withdrawal of some 3,000 
more U.S. troops, all non-com- 
batants, when U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney visits 


Seoul from Feb. 14-17* •. 

Lee did .not disclose ' the 
amount of defence spending 
South Korea envisions in the' 
coming yearn, but said his minis-, 
try would more money 

for more research and develop- 
ment to produce missiles, combat 
planes, submarines and other 
sophisticated weapons m the ear- 
ly 2000s. 

South Korea, he said, spent 
only 1.5 per cent of its defence 
budget on research and develop- 
ment in 1980, but the amount will 
be increased to 3 per cent in 1996 
and 7 pet cent in 2000. 

Sooth the Korea depends 
almost entirety' on the United 
States for its weapons, systems, 
hot the country recently bag made 
impre s si ve pro gre ss in developing 
its own weapons, in cluding new 
army tanks more suited to Ko- 


South Korean defence spend- 
ing is fixed at 6 per cent of its 
gross national product (GNP), 
which expanded at an annual rate 
of 8 to 9 per cent drama the oast 


was estimated^ at $194 billion. 

As a de ter rent to what he 
called die growing North Korean 
mili t a r y thraat, the m wi fat w said 
South Korea needs to m aint ai n 
dose security relations with the 
United States and share more of 
the costs of Keeping U.S. troops 



Sihanouk in Thailand to prepare 
for return to ‘liberated’ Cambodia 


China’s communists call 
for multiparty cooperation 


BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodia’s 
exiled prince, Norodom Siha- 
nouk, arrived in Thailand 
Wednesday to prepare for his 
return to the part of ire homeland 
seized by guerrillas fighting the 


bodyguards stopped him. A lecture on censorship which the 
Indian-born writer was to have delivered was read instead by 
dramatist Harold Printer. Hie late Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini ordered Muslims to kill Rushdie for his novel the 
Satanic Verses, which sparked violent demonstrations amongst 
Muslims. He had been under cover ever since. British special 
branch detectives, who have been guarding him, warned Rushdie 
against giving the lecture at the Institute of Contemporary Arts in 
London. 

Bulgaria disbands secret police 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria said Tuesday the secret police had been 
disbanded in a major shake-up of the state security services aimed 
at the country rid itself of its hardline Co mmuni st past. 

“The traditional state security structures have been disbanded,” 
Interior Minister Atanas Semerdriev told round-table talks 
frgt wf**" the government and opposition parties in Sofia. “The 
law enforcement authorities win become new and modem bodies 
independent of any political party and guided solely by the 
interests of the people and the state,” the Bulgarian News Agency 

(BTA) quoted him as saying. 


A Thai Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman said Sihanouk was 
driven directly to the seaside re- 
sort of Fattaya and did not speak 
with reporters waiting at the 
Bangkok Airport. 

A spokesman for the prince in 
Bangkok, Roland Eng, said Siha- 
nouk was expected to spend ab- 
out a week in Thailand before 
going to Singapore. He would then 
ret u rn and travel to an area of 
Cambodia recently captured by 
guerrillas fi ghting the Viet- 
namese-installed government. 


mince has said Ins home will be 
“inside Cambodia near Thai- 
land.” 

The prince, who is the head of 
a U-N. -recognised gove r n m ent 
fighting a rival Vietnamese-back- 
ed government in Phnom Penh, 
said in Peking that he was able to 
return because his army had re- 
cently enlarged the “liberated 
zone” of Cambodia. 

He said he was ending his exile 
because of the growing trend in 
the West to recognise the govern- 
ment led by Him Sen. “If I 
establish myself in Cambodia, 


Fng said. 
Tm sc 


Tm so happy,” the 67-year- 
old Sihanouk said b e for e leaving 

Peking for 'Bangkok. *T have 
nostalgia for my country, my 
homdand and my people.” 
Before the end of the month 
and after a visit to Singapore, 
Sihanouk plans to go into Cam- 
bodia, but exactly where was 
being kept secret, feng said. The 


mg Hun Sen,” he said. 

Sihanouk said he would con- 
centrate On “social af fa ir e” u pon 
his return and would not cooper- 
ate with the radical Khmer Rouge 

group, whkh is militarily the' 
strongest in the guerrilla aiKanca. 

In recent months Western 
backers of the guerrillas have 
been increasingly uneasy about 
cooperation between fighters 
loyal to Sihanouk and the Com- 
munist Khmer Rouge winch kit 
led hundreds of thousands of 
Cambodians when it ruled the 


country from 1975-78. 

The battlefield successes of the 
Khmer Rouge since' the avowed 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
backing the g o v ernm ent in late 
September have raised Western 
fears that the Khmer Rouge 
could come to power again. 

In late January, the prinw. quit 
as president of the gnerrilla coali- 
tion but said he would remain 
head of state, a title he held 
before being ousted in a 1970 
coup. He said he would run for 
president if a political settlement 
were reached with Hun Sea and 
general elections bekL 

Sihanouk has given his support 
to a proposal for both the guerril- 
las and Hun Sen to cede power to 
a UJi. trusteeship that w ould 
administer the country until elec- 
tions can be held. 

Sihanouk, ousted by the U.S.- 
backed Loo Nol forces in 1970, 
returned to Phnom Penh when 
the Khmer Rouge took over in 
1975. Bathe was put under house 
arrest, and other members of the 
royal frumty were arrested and 
murdered. 

He went into exile in 1979 after 
Vietnam's invasion. 


PEKING (AP) — The Commun- 
ist Party Wednesday released a 
document railing for increased 
cooperation with China’s eight 
tiny non-Communist parties 
while asserting that China always 
will be under C omm unist rule. 

The release of the Dec. 30 
document comes as Communist 
parties is Eastern Europe let go 
of their bold on power and the 
Soviet Comm unis t Party debates 
whether to end its c onsti t utiona l 
power monopoly, 

China has not commented on 


tance China from the pattern of 
political reforms that has taken 
hold in Eastern Europe, the 
document said China “ differ s 
from the one-party system prac- 
ticed in some Socialist countries.” 
The Chinese leadership has 
watched with concern the de- 
velopments of the past few 
months in Eastern Europe. Some 
analysts have said China's leaders 
hope to p rev ent a viable opposi- 
tion from forming in their own 
country by appealing to give the 
eight offiriafiy sanctioned non- 
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party’s 70-year guarantee of a 
“leading role” in society. 

Communist parties in . East 
Germany, Poland, Czechoslova- 
kia and other Eastern European 
countries already have eliminated 
their monopolies on power. 

The Chinese document,, 
however, stressed that ‘‘China’s 
multiparty cooperation must up- 
hold the leadership” of the 
Chinese Communist Party, 
according to a paraphrase by fee 
official Xinhua News Agency. 
China's constitution refezs to the 
Chinese people as being “under 
the leadership of the Communist 
Party.” 

Da an’apparent at t em pt to da- 


The Communist Party fre- 
quently has called for more coop- 
eration with what, it calls “tee 
de m o cra tic parties,” but these 
parties hold no real power mid 
are considered rubber stamps for 
C o mmunis t policy. Formed be- 
fore the Cbmnnnnsts toed: power 
in 1949. their aging, notes now 
nuoteer about 30,000 co mpare d 
to tile 48 millkm members m tee 
Communist Party. 

Wa Dec. 28 qpeech to party 
leaden, senior leader Deng 
Xiaoping said, “tile democratic 
parties shook! be from 

floww-vare parties into ones that 
take part is politics.”- 


Fewer men die ;-,V- 
of luirig cancer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The frnm- 
ber of long cancel deaths a mong 
men is expected to drop m 3990 
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year, the society said. The mam 
risk factors mdade smoking and 
exposure to radorij " radiation, 
asbestos, arsenic and other che- 
micals. The society’s other-1990 
predictions included: 600,000 
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car. There will be 6,30(7 deaths 
from melanoma amd 2^00 from 
other' skm caocera, 150.000 hew 
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cause of the aging population. 
The five-year survival rate for 
localised breast cancer has risen 
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tor said Tuesday. A total of 
112,602'peopfe saw the exhibit in 
the 68 days it was qpen, saud 
director Cado Pietrangeh in an 
interview- with Vatican Raiib. 
“We could count cmever-fcagger 
crowds, with fines in St. Peter’s 
Square and along die colonnades. 


Jj*-! ■ r - 

t j i »Tr ar»i i 

tf^4 r 


j • 1 



| Q ) m t,'i i 



7773 1 


Tj ’u| 







j 


it-* f birf) 




ch 


ni w. 

> t ; I \ j i 





1 

m i t • ; 



fi 

rtjyjil 















1 1 i ik 

^ -rfi h f hiT 8 W 





fc Ji * 'jj * * an i 1 

llllf: 'jit iTr: 1 


till 1 * PF v. 1 » 
ii m \ >>:> 








(T- *-1 


women m the international com- 
munity, but hag also . exposed 
th o usands of impoverished 
nas info further misery in 'tee 
hands of their foreign spouses,” 
said Congresswoman Lorha 
Verano Yap. The proposed ffifi 
ted not bar marriage between 
foreigners and Fffipmas, but was 
an attempt to curb tee bnsmessin 
young and often fll-edncated HB- 
pinas attracted by advertisements 
to a life abroad, tee said. The 
House Committee on Justice en- 
doised Tuesday a separate hffl to 
protect children, parti culariy 
from foreign paeaophib-yi. 
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Zico plays last official match 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Zico, one of Brazil’s greatest all-time 
soccer stars, played his official farewell game at the Maractuu 


Ohashi knocks out Choi, 
captures strawweight title 
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Algeria to 



up reforms 


ALGIERS (R) — Economy 
Minister Ghazi Hedond painted 
a grim picture of the Algerian 
economy Tuesday and vowed to 
speed up reform of the pnblic 


“We want to speed economic 
reforms essential to confront die 



continued and generalised regres- 
sion of economic parameters, 1 * he 
told a conference of public sector' 
managers. 

President Chadli Benjedid 
launched sweeping reforms of the 
public sector in the mid-1980s, 
scrapping central pl anning and 
introducing market mechanisms. 

But the reforms have met re- 
sistance from entrenched in- 
terests and a wave of strikes since 
political liberalisation last year. 

Hedoud said inflation was ris- 
ing too fast and spoke of growing 


impatience at the slow pace of 
economic reform. 

"It is no longer a question of 
drifting die necessity of econo- 
mic refrains or their content. The 
ion of the bom is applying 
i,” he said. 

A planning council report pre- 
sented to die conference said 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
rose 2.8 per cent in 1989, about 
die same as in 1988. 

But die rise was doe largely to 
improved worid prices fra Alger- 
ia’s main exp orts , ofl and gas, and 
masked a 2.7 per cent drop in 
non-hydrocarbon industrial pro- 
duction. 

Overall output excluding hydro- 
carbons and agriculture rose 0.7 
per cent compared with a five per 
cent target Investment needed to 
revive the economy fell li per 


cent instead of the projected S.6 
per cent growth. 

"Results from the year show 
oot objectives were m general not 
reached,” the report said. 

Inflation hit 13 per cent, “de- 
spite the freeze in products of 
necessity and the increase in 
goods available.” Price hikes 
have been fnefled by deco ntro l, 
measures linked to die r e forms , a’ 
gaping budget deficit, excess li- 
quidity and black market specula- 
tion. 

The reforms aim to tnm Alger- 
ia's 459 stale enterprises — nearly 
three-quarters of which lose 
money — into independent profit 
centres, but only 240 ha^e so far 
become autonomous. 


cent, an investment hike of 5.1 
per emit and a 5.2 per cent rise in 
production outside the agricultu- 
ral and hy dro car b ons sectors. 


to 


The gov ernment plans 
137,000 jobs, 80 p 
more than in 1988, but well below 


For 1990 the government 
targets GDP growth of 4.6 per 


projected demand of 220,000. 

Job creation is denned essen- 
tial to placate a burgeoning 
population whose riots in Octo- 
ber 1988 helped propel reforms. 

Hie report said Algeria’s fore- 
ign debt at the end of last year 
reached $23.8 billion, of which 
$10 biffitm most be repaid over 
the next two years. 

Debt service in 1989 win con- 
tinue to absorb three quarters of 
export earnings, the report 
added. $2 billion of new financing 
will be needed. 


Qatar establishes 


new Islamic bank 


NICOSIA (R) — Qatar has ap p r oved setting up an Islamic bank, with 
a 100 million riyal ($27.4 mfilkm) capital as a shareholding company, 

a bonk spokesman said Wednesday. 

Faisal A1 Slaiti, managing drrftrtm r of die new Qafari International 
Mamie Banir said 2 decree establishing the bank was issued by 
Crown Prince Hamad Ibn RhaKfa A1 Tham Tuesday. 

He said the bank’s seven-member board would be headed by 
Justice Minister Ahmad Ibn Seif A1 Tham. 

Twenty per cent of the shares have been covered by the foun ders 
while the rest will be offered for public subscription within two 
weeks, Slaiti added. 


FoUowing lslamic banks regulations based on religious grounds. 


the bank will charge do interest cm loans which will be made in the 
form of letters of credit to meet any imports. 

It will also pay no interest an deposits bat shareholders and cheats 
wiD benefit from any profit matte and also bear any losses inclined. 

The bank wifl be based in Doha with plans fra future expansion 
abroad, Slaiti said. 

The new bank will be separate from the Qatar Islamic Bank 
already in existence and is designed to expand its operations outside 
the Gulf state in addi t ion' to e n ga g i ng into commercial transactions. 


Americans favour 


green landscape over 


Green revolution in Europe 


rosy economy 


HOUSTON (R) — A green landscape is more i mp or tan t to 
Americans than a strong greenback, a new survey shows. The poll, 
released by Cambridge Energy Research Ass o ci ate s and Opinion 
Dynamics Crap, found that 74 per cent of those surveyed would 
accept slower mmnmic growth in order to improve the environment, 
if they were forced to make a choice. 

However, 62 per cent of those polled felt that the country can 
improve environmental conditions without sacrificing economic 
growth. 

"The public is wiffing to pay a cost fra en viro nm e n ta l Impro v em e n t 
and protection,” BiD Schneider, a senior consultant with Cambridge 
Energy Research Associates told reporters at a news conference. 

“One in five Americans thinks that he or rite has personally been 
banned by environmental problems in the United States and doable 
that number, over 40 per cent, are of the opinion that they wfll be 
harmed by environmental conditions sometime .in the next 10 years,” 
Schneider said. 

When asked where government should allocate a Hunted pool of 
financial resources, finding ways to safety dispose of dangerous 
chemicals and waste ranked third, behind stopping drag abase and 
improving education, the survey showed. 


may boost Gulf Arab industry 


BAHRAIN (R) — The growing 
power of the "green” revolution 
could force many West European 


petrochemical plknts to shot 
down 


and rebase in areas like the 
Gulf where energy costs are low, 
a senior British indntxialist said 
Wednesday. 


John Banham, director-general 

ation of British 


operations in other {daces with 
competitive energy prices and se- 
cure energy amply,” he noted. 

Banham said industries most 
affected by demands to reduce or 
efimmate toxic emissions would 
be energy-intensive plants pro- 
ducing chemicals, plastics, steel 
and textiles. 


"Businessmen in the UJE. wiQ 
be looking enviousty at the possi- 
bility of access to a secure source 
of power at co m petitive prices.... 
we wfll be looking to secure our 
interests here.” 


of the Confederation 
Industry, told Bahraini business- 
men for Gulf Arab states, winch 
want to set up joint-venture in- 
dustries with Euroepean part- 



Inflation may cause 


"I would not be at all surprised 
if the leaders of the petrochemic- 
al companies in Western Europe 
will find it impossible to operate 
their p lants in a decade’s time,” 
he said. 

They will want to base their 


Environm ental control costs 
and taxation of domestic 
would continue to rise, 
in Britain, he said. 

“Political and public opinion 
poll re qu ire that plants in north- 
ern Europe are shut down if 
they do not meet the required 
environmental standards and foe 
cost of fafinre to comply with 
these standards wifl grow prog- 
ressively higher ,” be said. 


■Banham, visiting Bahrain on 
the first leg of a torn which will 
also include Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates, said it 
was less expensive to design new 
plants with latest environmental 
controls than to adapt 


from framer recipients. 

He said Britain was keen to 
ensure that negotiations for a free 
trade agreement between the 
European Community and the 
six-member Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) were s u cce s s fu l 


Officials from the GCC group- 
ing Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates say they 
are di sap po i nted with EC trade 
proposals because they do not lift 
toective barriers against 


In a bid to allay widespread 
Arab fears that Western money 
would increasingly go to East 
Europe, Banham said Britain 
would not suddenly divot annual 
foreign investment totalling ab- 
out £20 billion ($34 bfilion) away 



"In the long run, ii 
the interest of northern European 
businesses to deny themselves ac- 
cess to a competitively priced 
supply of raw materials,” 
Banham said. 


heart attacks in Turkey Chinese indebtedness increases 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish business wiQ suffer a heart attack unless 
the country reduces its spiralling inflation, according to a World 
Bank investment affiliate. 

Reynaldo Ortiz, Istanbul-based representativeof the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC), said in an interview in the daily MUHyet: 
"If low lira depredation and high inflation remains, it will mean a 
heart attack for business. Then you will be in trouble... what seems to 
cause no major harm today wfll make your lira useless in the long 






The lira depreciated about 26 per cent against the dollar last year 
compared with 68.8 per cent inflation. 

The State Institute of Statistics has announced that consumer price 
inflation riowed to 60 per cent in foe 12 months to end-Jannary after 
December’s 68.8 per cent and November’s 69.4 per cent. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, February 7, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Found Sterling 
Deutscfcemark 
Swiss franc 


Bay 

659.0 665.0 

1120.7 1131.9 

397.7 401.7 
4453 450.0 



(Cor 100) 


(far 100) 
k (far 10) 


1163 118.0 
453.9 438.4 
3523 3563 
108.1 109.2 
533 54.0 

1893 191.7 


BEIJING (R) — China’s state- 
run enterprises, mainstay of tile 
economy, phmged further into 
debt last year as low efficiency 
and bad planning depressed pro- 
fits, an official newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

If the fortunes of dm state- 
owned sector remained un- 
changed, Beijing’s 18-month-old 
economic au sterity pro gramm e 
could fail, the China Daity said in 
an unusually critical article. 

“At tins rate, no matter bow 
tiie go vernm ent adjusts, the eco- 
nomic retrenc hmen t programme 
would fail to achieve its pur- 
pose,” the daily said in a report 
headlin ed: “Industry efficiency 
phnnbs new depths.” 

Nineteen per cent of industrial 
enterprises under the state 
budget were in debt last year, up 


from 13 per cent in 1988. the 
paper quoted the State Statistical 
Bureau as saying. 

Government revenne from the 
sector stagnated. Taxes and pr o fit 
contributions to the state rose 
only 0.2 per cent in 1989 agairat 
tiie previous year, the state Statis- 
tical Bureau said. 

State-owned enterprises 
account for about 60 percent of 
tiie nation's total,. measured by 
output value. Mdst of the rest are 
collectively owned. 

“The growth in the number of 
money-losing enterp ris es is only 
an indication of a more wide- 
spread decrease in industry's pro- 
fit,” the newspaper said. 

It attacked foe state's carpet- 
industry as “stupid” for produc- 
ing 20 million square metres of 
carpet last year when national 


demand was just eight million 
square metres. 

Western diplomats said found- 
ering state industries were 
pushing economic planners to- 
ward a stark choke — ease upon 
foe austerity p ro gramm e or face 
mounting debts, spirallmg unem- 
ployment and industrial stagna- 
tion. 

International lending bodies 
such as the World Bank may 
apply additional pressure on Chi- 
na to ease its tight credit policy 
and continue with market re- 
forms — ahnsot abandoned in 
recent months,” they said. 

“The Worid Bank will be mak- 
ing a report on China in March. It 
is likely to recommend more 
genuine market reforms and Chi- 
na may listen because its current 
p ro gramm e is beading for £ai- 


n 


one diplomat said. 
The World I 


hire,’ 

Bank is expected 
month to grant China loans 
for h umanitarian purposes. The 
March report wfll decide the 


powerful body's future attitude to 
Beijing, diplomats said. 

China launched an austerity 
rogramme to rein in inflation in 



1988 and has pushed 
the rate down from a 25.5 per 


early 1 
art this 


1989 to about 


m 

seven per cent 
As banks squeezed the money 
supply, industrial output stumped 
and si gns emerged recently that 
C hina is p rofo un dly wonted. 

Four major state-run institu- 
tions have been warned by the 
powerful State Ilaimmg Commis- 
sion to overcome their low effi- 
ciency, the official New China 
News Agency said. 


Bush promises more prosperity 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

1 LONDON (R) — Following are the hi 

dying and seHing rates for | 

leading worid cunenrics and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 

1.7015/25 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1885/95 

Canadian dollar 


1.6573/80 

Deutschemarks 


1.8700/10 

Dutch guilders 


1.4800/10 

Swiss francs 

• 

34.71/75 

Belgian francs 


5.6400/50 

French francs 


1234/1235 

Italian lire 


145.35/45 

Japanese yen 


6.0600/1000 

Swedish crowns 


6.4215/65 

Norwegian crowns 

• 

6.4045/95 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

41930/42030 

U.S. dollars 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush sent his fort 

economic report tO Congress 

Tuesday and pre m i s ed to restr ain 
government spending and push 
for tax cuts to foster even more 
prosperity. 


Bush said he would amtmne 
his fight to get Congress to reduce 
the capital gains tax and pledged 
anew to fight protectionist trade 
barriers. 

His message (fid not dwell on 
what many see as the biggest 


SYDNEY — Stocks fell in reaction to negative overseas news and 
the rising toll of corporate collapses. The All Ordinaries index 
dosed at 1,645.6, down 22.9 points. 

TOKYO — Tokyo shares dosed sharply lower as market 
uncertainties and recyded rumours chased skittish investors to the 
sidelines. The Nikkei index tumbled 364.96 points to close at 
37301.87. 


HONG KONG — Stocks rallied for die second day, 

pushing the Hang Seng index up 52 points or 1.9 per cent to 
2,844.89 after Tuesday's 36-point gain. Brokers said foe steep rise 
was tzcSkety to continue. 

1 SINGAPORE — Singapore shares dosed weaker, but were above 
their lows in brisk trade. The Straits Times index fell 539 p oint* 
to end at 1,57731. 


BOMBAY — Shares raided mixed in light trade as i n vestors kept 
to the sidelines watching events in Kashmir, rocked by separatist 
unrest. The Bombay stock gained 031 points to 674.47. 

The national index was up 0.67 to 376.02. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended broadly lower in moderate 
trading. The market continued consolidating amid worries that 
German monetary union could weaken foe mark. The DAX 
index fell 32.76 to 1,904.96. 

PARES — Bine drips were sharply lower by midday. But with 
buyer reluctant to take new positions, volumes remained thin. 

ZURICH — Shares extended early losses to dose weaker in 


interest rates. The SFI index fell 10.8 to 1,1203. 

LONDON — Shares were broadly weaker in late trading for the 
third day, amid con t inuin g worries over the outcome of this 
week's U.S. Treasury refimdmg. At 1550 GMT the FTSE 100 was 


down 13.0 points at 2,308.1. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“I forgot — do I brush my teeth 
and comb my hair, or brush my 
hair and comb my teeth?” 



THAT SCRAMBLB) WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Una ci am bto t hese few Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
four oitflnary words. 


YOHEN 

TXT 


Q 


VARAL 

XXT 



LA/VTUN 

q 


n 




IF HE STARTS RIGHT 
OUT COMPLAINING 
ABOUT HER COOKING, 
SHE'LL. LEARN 
BETTER 


Y ^ ^ 

kJ 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise a n sw e r, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles DALLY VERVE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
EIGHTY BEATEN 


What many family proteems 
ALL “RELATIVE" 


failures of the prevoius adminis - 
tratkm, the record federal budget 
deficits and the huge trade imba- 
lances that transformed America 
from the largest creditor nation to 
the largest debtor country. 

Bosh did pledge to deal with 
“inherited problems,” but his for- 
mula for dealing with the budget 
deficit tracked foe 
by former 
Reagan. 


too optimistic. 


The administration foresees no 
recession with the gross national 
product expanding at animal 
rates of three per cent or higher 
from 1991 through 199S. 


approach used 
president Ronald 


While stressing 
publican free-maricet themes, the 
419-naee 


annual “Economic re- 


U9-page 

port of the President” avoided 


Many priva te economists say 
foe administration’s economic 
outlook for the next five years is 




of the more doctrinaire 
positions on monetary policy and 


economics sounded 


during the Reagan years. 


Romania permits 


private enterprises 


f 

* 

$ 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania, terprises could set tbeir ownpno- 
m ‘its first major shift 




i 


S 


... towards a ing levels and trade dire ctly wi th 

free-market economy, has antho* foreign co mpani e s or go through 
the setting up of pri r t ai i d i ^g Rom anian foreign trade 

vate enterprises and said it would channels. . ■ ■■ . ' . 

welcome foreign investment in . All foreign currency .e arnin gs 

wOuld be heldm the Foreign 

An nffirani decr ee due to come Trade Bank -and 50 per cent 
into force March 7 authorises would be compirisority converted 
fcorr rgtr gnri«i nf economic activ- into lei — foe national currency .y 
ity which would largely be free of — at current exchange rates. 
control Buildings and equipment for 

They were foxed as small enter- the enterprises could be Tea 
prises employing up to 20 people, from t he sta te or bought 
profit-making local associations .rented privately. .... : 

of np to 10 people, family Another significant da nse, s aid 
anti self-employment, small enterprises could associate 
A npg imiww i emmuiittB R for and work together with t h e -agre o- 
gmall enterprises, in association meat of ttenew cxnnottce, ra» 
with the ministries of economy ing the possibfltt y ofy erfoalty or 
anti finanna and the National horizontally integrated prodno- 
Ranir, would shoitty define foe tfon in the private sector.- 
areas in which t hes« businesses The only major indication of a 
could be set up, the degree of continuing state rol e was a danse 
assistance and the tax reg- saying tbe new co mmitt ee would 


or 


/ 


* 

& 


i * 
& 
0 

& 

& 


ime to be applied, the decree control the supply of raw mate- 


said. rials and energy to tbe enter- 


But it said the small enterprises prises. There were no details of ' 
could be financed by' an indi- bow this would apply in practice. 




vidnal or with Romanian bank The decree send approval for 

would be granted 


if 

s* 


credits or, “by authorisation of new enterprises 
the Foreign Trade Bank, any within 30 days, meanmg that pri- 


foreigner may sponsor (them).” vate enterprise could be dp and 
— "" 1 Bank would issue running in Romania by Ajisfi 


The National 

the applicable conditions for fore- after 40. years of some of- foe 
jgn investment soon, It added, 'strictest central centred in Eastern 
Tbe decree said foe small en- Europe. 


Bonn approves 



£ 
■ HR 
£ 

Its 

If 

S*' 

531 


currency union talks 




BONN (R) — West Germany 
called on East Berlin Wednesday 


to agree to munarfjate negotia- 
tions on setting up a currency 
muon meant to stave off looming 
economic collapse across the 
border. 

The Bonn cabinet, in a rare 
meeting with .West German cen- 
tral baik president, Karl Otto 
Poefal, decided to offer its nrasen- 


Gennany*s feeble currency in a 
radical step that could forge eco- 
nomic reunification soon. 



Finance Munster Tbeo Waigel 
rushed to. parliament after the 
meeting to tell deputies the 
“escalation” of the crisis” is East 
Germany had forced Boom to 
move fast to force back a wave of 
frustrated East Germans fleeing 
to prosp er ity in the 'West 
“We mart remain master of the 
political process,” Waigel fold 


spell them ooL r'y 

He repeated his oppeskmir af- 
ter meeting his 
counterpart . Horst 
Tuesday. 

As one senior banking source 
put it: “the; only a he r nati v e s are 
higher inflation or higher interest 
rates.” . _ 

Waigel said there was now .so 
difference between himself, 
Poehl and Economics 
Helmut Hanssntium, who 
proposed a three-step car 
plan onty reaching nmtymT#£ 

. Bonn must now be rsady : tt> 
come up with to support a 
currency union, be said without 
elaborating. 

- The head of __ 

Savings 'Bank - Association, IM- 
mot Geiger, said in anfeda#* 
Wednesday that a 
Germany would 
moos sums of money— 
tial two-digit sums in 
marks).” ' -rJV: 

Politicians like kohlf and 

I ' I ,1 • 1 f T 


f 

$ 




& 


9 


9 

32 

it 




if'-' 


\t 





ffi 


parliament 
Almost 70,000 

— epough to fill a small city — Waigel say they know this hut 
have crossed the border so -far - argue that faced with the spectre 
this year, leaving gaping holes in of collapse in the East and a flood 
their homeland’s labour market of t immigrants rushing info tfc 
and straining West Germany’s orderly world of West German 
tight job and bousing markets, prosperity, they have no choice 
Bonn politicians hope intro- but to act quickly, 
duction of tiie Deutschemark wfll Bonn will present the currency 
convince East Germans their union proposal to Ger man 


it 


■■5* 


# 

A 




work will be property paid at 
home and that Western investors, 
assured by the Wert German 
central Bundesbank’s control 
over the East German currency, 


x 

It 


Prime Munster Hans Modrow 
when he visits here Feb. 13 and 
14. 

One government source said 
the two states could agree fo open 


0 


woul d swar m into the country to talks then bm the onty chance for 
help revive its tattered economy, a currency union in Fv- ^ m that 
ft would amonnt to a virtual quickly would be if East Berfia 
a n n e x a t ion of foe East German eco- was prepared to simply give up 

nomy, m advance of the political control over rts- economy: 

merger both states now say they Asked if that were conceivable, 

wan t, an d it would give the another source said: “I could 
Frankfort-based Bundesbank the imagine that”' 

^1 say over East Germany’s Thesday, - a government. 

. # spokesman reacted to Kohl's 

Poehl, the official defender of proposal for immediate talks on 
the Deutschranark’s value, has currency union by saying East 
persistently warned of problems a Berlin had no objections if tins 
head-over-heels currency union was aimed at stopping foe exodus 
would bring but is careful not to of workers to the West 


-A 
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